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likewiſe attempted to invalidate it, as that their notions! 
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acts that indicate awe, veneration, and grati- 
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mately refer. Without enlarging on this ſub- 
ject, we may obſerve; that he whom expe 
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propenſities which he cannot eradicate,” and 
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went, which he found it impoſſible to' efface, For his | 
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bur f ey We. 1 not conſider all the 


much ſeverity. It is f Wer WR os 8 den 
to embrace the hereſy of Montanus. The fafferiogs of the 
latter are well known. A great part of the life of Atha- 
naſſus, who was himſelf proſcribed, baniſhed, and perſe · 
cuted, Was conſumed i in diſputes with Arius, and with 
his followers, : as that of Chryfoſtom was in his conteſt 
with Severianus and Theophilas. Vid. Nic#phor, lib. 4 
6. 12. Euſcb. Ecchſ, Hiſt. lib. 3. c. 25. Pamphil. Apel. 
. Phot, Cod. 118, Scrat. W. ** 1. c. 8. Id. . 
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Origen, as cruths either confirmed by the 
ſame rational evidence, or as having impreſ- 
ſed ſimilar conviction upon:thienthough#of | 
| the author. The ſolid eee employed 
in defence of che Chriſtiat 
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amen a iter ech bes bea 
in the commentaties of our author: That the 
world is a rational. animal; capable of knows 
ing good and evil, and of receiving reward 
or puniſhment; tliat, as other worlds have 
preceded the preſent, others will- like wiſe be 
framed after it; that our ſouls have ſinned 
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, To the 1 of ſuch tenets, ſurely | we e may. afficm 
| that the ridicule of Stiafteſbury would be applied with 
more propriety, than the fire and britiſtone of Bellar- 
eine and Baronius, See the article rat is. hv Di, 
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operated ; contr ed ſphere in 
thoſe ages, in which inveſtigation determined 
ſtandards of faith; certain fixed and 
permanent rules that were repulſi ve of its 
exertions. In the proſecution of our ſubject, 
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employed in religious queſtions, of ich we 
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vealed * At this pe 


— to the circumſtances of its 
members. We muſt remember, that the arts 
ſo highly valued, and ſo aſſiduouſſy mY 
vated in the glorious” ages of Greece 
Rome, had at this time ſunk in the Neger 
wreck of Roman greatneſs, now verging to 
inevitable ruin. Amidſt the devaſtations of 
pire, the tree of ſcience; X 
raged: _ . cultivation; v was torn n fors 1 
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1 08 SINGULARITY, 49 
ambitious uf gaining reputation and influ- | 
ence; would follow, as moſt effectual to the 
accompliſhment of his purpoſes? Do they 
not make it probable, that ſuch a man, ta- 
king advantage of chis ſtate af things, would 
ies the.objedts of xnivaril belief? The i ig 
norance and blind veneration of the multi 
tude. he would conſider as means of carrying 
his defign ſucceſofully into execution. — 
co-operation therefore af choſe cauſes, at che 
lame time chat it produced men who wiſhed = 
to be diſtinguiſhed by novel opinions, direct- 
ed their ſpeculations to. the line of religious 
inquiry. Hencę are derived the many mud - 
dy currents frofeſſedly drawn from the pure 
fountain of inſpiration, that contaminate the 
ground over which they are ſpread - Hence 
almoſt every portion of the ſacred text gave 
riſe to notions infinitely multiplied, of which 
the recital renders. the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory,of 
thoſe ages a monumental record of the follies 
of mankind. Hence, in ſhort, it is, that in 
characters of acknowledged excellence, we 
meet with qualities that are irreconcileable. 
For even good men, when viewed in different 
| lights ſeem to haye been influenced. by mo- 
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And men im 
with the eyes of others, tried now to look 
abroad, and to enjoy proſpects of their own. 

In this ſtate of things, it is obvious that the 
love of fingularity was no longer gratified by 
wreſting the natural import of the facred 
text, or by conferring imaginary importance 
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times, we obſerve the face of things 
to aſſume a new and more promiſing appear- 
ance. The mind, depreſſed during the de. 
.cline of ſcience, appears to have _— reani- 
mated at the period of her reſurrecti 


bout this time, the intellectual — awa- 
king from their lethargy, began to contem- 
plate new and diverſified ſubjects of inquiry. 


patient of aving ſeen fo long 


upon ſome frivolous diſtinction. Fatigued 


| with ſo Tong an attention to obſects that were 


no Tonger recommended by novelty, the mind 


| engaged 1 in reſearches that promiſed more va- 
riety. Its thoughts in the mean time conti- 
nued to de e ge to . great 17 of | 


_— 


.- oe ITY. 


perly be PEAS Ar Sacknbuktio, fa and che 
rejection wy a whole ſcheme without exami- 
nation, which is equally irrational; betwixt 1 
thoſe, which may be ae ths two- 
extremities of the ſcale of error, many gra- 


 dgations are interpoſed. And on ſome of 


fore, were compelled to ſeize the 


theſe the deviation from truth is ſo light 
as not without difficulty to be detected. In 
the preſent caſe, we have fen that the inter- 
mediate ſteps had been preoccupied at the 
period to which we have now brought our 
inquiry. The lovers of ſingularity, there 


points of diſtance, at which both were ren- 
dered peculiarly e 7 is ids 
in eee ill BF i n 
Such His was "ths Nats of lic whedtt 
two claſſes of men filled rip the yacant ſpaces 
on the ſcale above mentioned. Of thoſe, the 
leaders of one party continued to impoſe up- 
on the weak and credulous, by maintaining 
pretenſions to ſuperior ſanctity, by an attach- 
ment to certain rigid precepts, and even up- 
on ſome occaſions by aſſertions of being un- 
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ceremonies and — exerciſes enthuſi - 
xible perſeverance, the 


errors, in harty of a beinikdered m 
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ſpeaks a regulated underſtanding * 3 by pre- 
ſenting this farrago of incongruous circum- 


ſtances to the mind, they at 3 
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3 Wuülem Ding e blen l motives! ta 
wear buttons on his coat, or to take off bis hat to his fa- 
ther; theeing and thouing the Sovereigns of England 
arid of Germany; and ſacrificing to childiſh geſticulations, 
whatever might have been the abject of his rational howe 
ſuit, is a, wild enthuſiait, ar. to. ſpeak more properly, an 


extravagant madman, whoin we contemplate with a mix | 


ture of pity and of contempt. But what ſhall we ſay 
concerning this man, when we view him as the founder 
and legiſlator of a flouriſhing colony, which he eſtabliſh- 
ed among ſelfiſh and bigoted neighbaurs, upon the noble 
principle of univerſal toleration: How reſpectable a 
place does he occupy in our eſteem, when we conſider 
him as the author of laws framed for the benefit of 


mankiud, and carried into execution with inflexible: per. 


ſeverance, | This umon of abſurdity and of conſiſtence, 
although | it has often characteriſed men when placed in 


certain circumſtances, yet never perhaps was conſpicuous 


In the ſame degree as ir was in this perſonage; ated | 
Tontinyes to be among his over” „„ 
wound 
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to be inſpiredt and prophetic effuſions; pre- 


tenſions to miraculous powers ; frantie ge.. 


ſtures; ſudden and violent emotions ;— 
ſcenes and expreſſions upon which 1 ignorance 
gazes with: ſtupid? aſtontſhment; faſcinated 
for a time tlie ſenſes of the multitude, and 
gained proſeiytes to dbettines thus W 
recommended. «CAPE * . * 
But wulle chols Ou vets e at the 
ſummit of the ſcale, a revolution of a very dif- 
ferent kind was taking place ar its oppoſite « ex- 
tremity. To this revolution the perſons above 
mentioned” contributed: principally, although. 
not indeed with intention. For as ſoon as their 


efforts ceaſed"tq raiſe adiniration, they be- 


came the ſubjects of derifion” and contempt. 
We may obſerve with truth, that this will 


ever be the caſe with high pretenſions of 


what nature ſoever that are not ſupported by 
correſponding actions. In tlie preſent caſe, 


it had been well if the contempt which \ thoſe” | 
men drew upon themiſel ves, and ue their 5 


Or Tue Love 


— — was — dire ccd 


to take a more extenſive range, and to include 
the profeſſors of a religion, of which it was 


ſaid chat the doctrines had given occaſion to 
o many, various and nee theories. 1 
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deriving emolument from the preſent ſtate: 
af things, 1 followed a courſe which, however. 
fingular and extraordinary, the preceding 
events ſeemed to juſtify. Theſe votaries of 
reaſon, as they called themſelves, ſetting out 
with high aſſumptions, and with claims 
draw univerſal attention, called men from 
wrangling with one another about the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, to examine the evi- 
dences of its divinity, "That an inquiry thus 
directed, promiſed ample gratification to the 
love of /ingular argument, is a truth that can- 
not be called in queſtion. At the ſame time, 
as men were in general perſuaded of the au- 
chority of our religion, and of its excellence, 
it became neceſſary to combat cheir ſuppoſed 


* + T4. 


een. An attempt to gain too 
much 


2 ens ubeld have terminated 
citing the indignation ef men, inftead of 
<fabliſhing rational conviction. Objections 
therefore were to "BE em wer rather dan 
being artfully prevented from > der © alt 
their r g ho 

- Attentve to theſe eee ah fiſt. 
adverſaries of our religion, acknowledging _ 
the poſſibility of a re on, and even ity 
expedience, object to the Chriſtian e e, 
tion only on account of its particularity *. 
They appear even to be ſolicitous of recun- 
ciling their own notions to Chriſtian laws 
and inſtitutions, and of ingrafting ſcions of 
2 SO nent into a e ſo viguroun, b 
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25 By this term, in Lord Boten 1 was 
underſtood a religion not promulgated univerſally, but | 
confined within the pale of a fociety or country : Thus, 
fpeaking of his univerſal church, he ſays, ** Ouz igitur 
« particular? cuicunque eccleſize attexuntur ericomia 
'« HUIC conveniunt ; a, qua, quiz maxime receſſerit 


« maxime errori oben efſe ory ds goed, De | 
Peritate, p. 222 ee HW RES 
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aan ue hell endeavour | 
to ſhow, by following the, advocates of infi- 
delity in their courſe, that their progrets to- 
wards their preſent ſtate af total ananity has 
heen the reſult of ſloand of ſucceſſive; 
Among. their firſt leadets, Lord Herbert is 


often the advocate of Chriſtianity; and even : 
Hobbes 1s not always explicit or 


his declarations againſt 1 it f. We know like= 
. ice cl 
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"fy of ingrafting Deiſm ypon Chriſtianity, is taken ng» 

tice of by Leland, as being clear to this purpoſe. Lord 

* "Herbert's repeated attempts in his two works, entitled, 

He Verliate, and Riligit Laici to Scenes His live -arti- 

cles to the doctrines of our religion, and even to ſhow 

that its ultimate purpoſe was to comprehend them, 
cannot eſcape obſervation. 


42 As this celebrated * ſpeaks, pon ſome « oeca - | 
ſions, concerning ſcripture as being the voice af inſpira · 
tion, ſo his practice was ſo much conformed: to his pro- 

ſeſſion in this inſtance, that, having been taken ill at 
Paris, he received the ſacrament according to the forms 
.of the church of England, in the view of approaching 
death. See Hobbes de ae cap. 4- ſa, 33. and Hel. 
4 t. p. 59. 
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3 111 is eie that alhoogh the noble authors | 
mentioned in the text, agree in explodiog the doctrine 
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eye me the mito: — — 
we conſider it as having acted a principal 
or a/ſubordinate ane 3 
received from. chem very —__ gratification 5 
aroſe from this condugt; ; for by means of ir 


octrines and —— ——— 
Wen aid rg An ͤenquiry of this 
kind founded upon rational and moderate 

| ne eee to che . of this 


of immortality. as | inadmiſſible, yet / di fee vial in 
their notions of the moral attributes of the Supreme In- 
telligence. For, while the former magnifies the Soad- 
gf of God, at the expence of his juſtice ; the latter di- 
veſts him of both perfections. Compare 852% 1/b. lit. on 
Enthuſ. with Bilingbroke, vols g. 5. 311. Thus thoſe 
authors entertaining incompatible notions of the Deity 
and of his government, agree only in depriving their 
fellow men of the only ſure refuge to which human mi. 
ſery ean have recourſe. Such is * of their 


Ny to mankind. 
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ſtood at this period than trans receding 
æra. To the ſame cauſe likewiſe it is owing, 
that the excellence and comp hangs . 
of Chriſtian morality = 
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But the "rs ak Fun war Si age” n 
Ghriddinnity e this formidable attack 
was at laſt exhauſted . For the ſubject canvaſ- 

ſed upon all fides;afforded no longer any ting 
new to gratify the defire of ſueceeding 
vators. What was to be done in this eaſet 
To have ſtopped ſhort in this noble career, 
would have argued a pubillanimity, of which: 
we cannot accuſe thoſe daring adventurers. 

A road therefore having been paved with in- 
finite labour over the chaat of vulgar notions, 
and prejudices to the regions of light, the ſuc- 
ceſſors of thoſe who framed it have now puſhed 
their reſearch to the utmoſt poſſible length. 

In the preſent age therefore of diſcovery, our 
Thiloſophical travellers, ambitious of imita- 
tin ng the activity of circumnavigators, and of 
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gions, ac- 
now ae u chend are EPS com- 


mm are; and what intelligence they 
have brought from this terra +>» pra This 


requiſition, it muſt be confeſſe 


and proper. At the ſame time, they r 
new objects which in the writings of thoſe 
authors en up to be —— Ten 
der it difficult to make 4 ſatisfactory reply. 
From my —— N y de- 
mand in the preſent caſe, I have extracted 
from their works ſome among the many 
tenets which they ſubſtitute in place of the 
aes of the Chriſtian religion, 
And char: the ſummary may be as compleat as 
poſſible, I ſhall arrange theſe under the heads 
of diſcoveries relating to the exiſtence, nature, 
and attributes of God, and the production 
ent of the univerſe, and finally, 
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A ſimple man Will find it { Fn | \ 2.7 3 zen 
to make the opinions of our modern apoſties, 


pool induc F or, white one of Wen 
tertains no doubt concerning the exiſtence of 
this being *, another will acquaint you, that 
he has met with ating in or mae bur 


ba — care der 1 
6: ſpring 1. While the Think addreſſeth 2 
prayer to.** the parent of nature with. ſome 
apparent reverence. þ, the latter aſſures us 
that“ while we argue from the .courſe of 
* nature, and infer a partie igent 

* cauſe, we 'embrace a principle which is 
both uncertain and uſeleſs 9. Another great 
inſtructor of mankind will deny that there 
is any uncertainty reſpecting this matter. 
1 Nature, he will tell you, 1 i invariably the 
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"7 Toulmin's Antig- et Durat, 7 the world, a fide! | 


'* You ſee a houſe beautifully conſtructed, and con- : 
raining many ſplendid © and elegant apartments, ' ' You 
ſimply aſk; '** 'Who' was the' architect? Architect! 
replies our philofopher. Mark the ſtrength; and ſolidity 
of the walls, the grandeur. and magnificence of the 
pillars, the elegant turn of the colonades, and the ex- 
rent and beauty of the Pizzas, Wh From all this 1 


E 


Tx 0 
„ 


| 3 — der author, yon muſt e 
em bn sh, that no ſuch contriver ever exiſtred. I am 
intimately acquainted; with the nature of th foſſils, ; 
&c. of which the parts, © Sthough ſeemingly inani- 
% mate are perpetually i in action. Take my word ſor - 
it, therefore, that theſe walls, colonades, piazzas, pil- 

| Jars, with all that elegant and ornamental drapery, have 
been determined by an eternal. impulſe, to aſſume their 
. preſent form, a ſituation, in which, likewiſe, they will 
continue immutably fixed to all eternity. And thoſe 
marks of deſign that, in the vulgar eſtimation, are indi- 
cations of an architect and of an original, are . the 
« ſtrongeſt confirmations” in the j judgment of a philoſo- 

pher, of a theory that excludes both one and other. 
Such are the arms wherewith Dr G. H. Toulmin 'aſ- 


Aanlts bis Maker! His battle, however, is not a dans 
gerous 


is no = matter En | 
with each other. But let us aſk thoſe of 
them who acknowledge that there is ſuch a 
Being, what ideas they have-framed concern 
ing his nature and perfections? Here, my 
young reader, thou wilt be informed, chat, 
according to their beſt judgment, GOD is 4 
good , and that HE is ur a good Being f; 
that the frame of nature is beautiful; yet 
that all its ſprings and principles are coarſe, 
unfiniſhed, and inaccurate\.., Nay, what is 
ſurely a fingular diſcovery, chou wilt be 
r to believe, that though” the! mixed 
ee of 1 nature” "uy be aſcribed to 


gerous one. lie 3 in "my opinion, "Je 
mands no particular auſwer, although ic is not delfiture 
of rhetorical merit, By making men begin to look 
about them, .it will moſt probably ſerve the cauſe which 
ä the author ſo earneſtly wiſhes to overthrow.  Toulmin's 
Antig. &c. ubi ſu pra. 
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1 Bolingbroke's wor le, vol. 5. . 368. | 8 
I Toulmin, Antiq. p. 198. lee 
Humer Dial. p. 215. 216. e 
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Ca nds: explanation, | Take 


che hypotheſis of a celebrated author in his own. 2 
2 There may four hypotheſes be framed concerning | 1 . 
' firſt cauſes of the univerſe That they are endowe 
with perfect odneſs; that they have perfect malice 5 
that they are oppoſite,” and have —— aide; 
ee z that they haue neither goodveſs nor malice,” Mixed: 
can never prove the two former ,unmix 
- principles, And the uniformity and Readineſs of 25 ; 
ral laws ſeem to oppoſe the third. The fourth, ther 
fore, ſeems to be by far the moſt; probable.” ee 
Nat. Kelig. p. 221. 222. N let e tho | 
PPP 
The phenomena of the univerſe cannot prove perfect 
goodneſs or perfect malice, becauſe they are mixed, or 
are ive of both; Goodneſs and malice mult there- 
fore pertain, in ſome degree, to the cauſes that produ- 
ced the univerſe; becauſe, no being or power can con- 
fer qualities of which bimſelf is not poſſeſſed. But, in 
the preſent inſtance, according to our author, an 55e. 
tion would ariſe from two beings endowed with thoſe 
qualities, of which we diſcover no traces in the univerſe. 
For the general laws by Which it is governed are ſteady 
and uniform. Upon the whole, therefore, the moſt 
probable hypotheſis, in our author's opinion, is the fol- 


| . That goodneſs and malice are characteriſtical of 
| * 
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Come we now in our inquiry to the ack 
count that is given hy dur modern theoriſts 
of the birth and generation of things, Nou 
have heard moſt probably, my young friend; 
the beautiful allegory of che nundamt eg 
from which, Dame Narure trans forming 6 
ſelf into a hen, is ſaid to have hatched the 
god Phanes, Our ſelf/taught philoſbphers] not 
perhaps quite ſo ingenious inn thely profeffon 
as Orpheus, will tell ybu, that che World is not 
an egg, but an immenſe cubhagę, Impregnat⸗ 
ed with the ſeeds of other cabbages or vege- 
tables, which it chrows out bn all Tides,” be- 
ſtowying in this manner order and orgunirü- 
tion without being ſenſible of it v.. Accbrd- 
ing to others it id an animal poſſeſſed of vi. 
vifying power, with other diſcoveries of the 
| ſame kind wow are aal edifyitly and 6. 


1 loidos: #34 
Wl: _ yet, $f. KF goodneſs got malice; and 
conſequently, that the. cauſes of the; univerſe have ren- 
dered its phenoinena expreſſive of. qualities, which thoſe 
- cauſes eonfetred whhout poſſeſſing and yet” muſt have 
_ poſſeſſed in order to confer, A definition of the term 
abſurdity cauuot be better exemplified than by the pre · 
ſent ſpecimen. Philo, the author's ſceptical diatogitt, 
Is the ſpeaker upon this occaſion. But, as his Sor 
are not impugned or confuted by Clanton they * 
pear to be thoſe of the author. A, | 


lectable. 


f 8 Dial. p. 132. | 
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lectable. One of thoſe, gentlemen concludes 


with apparent truth from the phenomena of 
the univerſe, and from certain hiſtorical facts, 

chat the world muſt have been framed at no 
remote æra f. Another from facts to which 
he gives, implicit faith, throws back its origin 
we have already ſeen, diſproving the theories 
of his predeceſſors, and. exalting this wor 
table to a ſelf-exiſting Divinity, finds it to be 
at the ſame dime nnen ereilt. 4 


{1 e $15 


* are ihe eben that: viva deer pro- 
lane in the ſcie nce of morals by the lovers 
of ſingular argu ment, inferior to thoſe that 
have been recited, reſpecting the univerſe 
its creator. For in their writings we 


learn with certainty, that the well known, al- 


thoughobſolete phraſeology, right and wrong, 
juſtice, and injuſtice, by which women and 
children have been frightened in all ages, 


are like che oaths of a ſoldier, mere 2 


4 [5 nas Sb 3 on. this Fabje@ e i= 
the Dialogues on Natural Religion. ET EO, 


* See Voltaire obſervations on the traditims and 1 man 
mers of the Chineſe, in his Hi iſtoire Ancien. et Med. 


t Toulmin's Antig. paſſ- 


tives, 


OF S1novLAmÞr. 


. conf: By choſe Pit ar 
ndeſcends to acquaint his creatures, 
chat Mc bonds of truſt and of ſocial i inters 
courſe are broken down, and that the practice 
of vice, inſtead of being prohibited, as detri- 
mental to ſociety, ought to be encouraged as 
being beneficial * * From their diſcoveries, 
therefore, it is unqueſtionably evident, that 
every man may purſue that courſe in life 
vhich ſeemeth beſt to himſelf, without ap- | 
prehenſion of future — af Be en 

| be ſcreened en it at e e Went 


To un up all, our philoſophical e 
turers have diſcovered, that the ſoul of man 


is mortal, and dies with his body q; that 


n Hunt's Eſſa ys on the principles 1 M orals, Hobbes & 
Cive, Oc. | | I 13 os 


* Fable of the Beer, 5 
* | 


+ Shafteſbury, in his letter on enchoſiklm, dbvicully 
magnifies the goodneſs of God with this purpoſe. It 
is malice, he tells us, and not goodneſs of which we 
ought to be afraid. Mr Brown juſtly obſerves of this 
ſentiment that it tends to unhinge ſociety to the utmoſt 
of his Powers: wad on the men b. Sg 407 


'$ Bolingbroke's wor bs, 951 3. . 5. 536, 557: 
Hobbes Leviath. p. 22. 
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5 "* + Di pe 2 220, 229. 235. 1 with 3 
preſent > opinions of the celebrated writer, to whoſe 


; | thapks this Bei , or Mind, or r e | 
e And, richſtan« | 
adoration, P. 232. Ar, as | Philo's een upon 


lt y, when 1, conſider him as excluding a 
1 kt For, horrible as js the idea 


- tive offspring without care or diſcernment; it is 
much better than that of an Omnipotent Tyrant, having 


neither wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, nor any perfection 


that is the object of approbation, far leſs of aſſection or 


of gratitude. Jadge, reader, in this inſtance for your + 
felf.. Would it not pleaſe you much better to think 


chat this world was formed by a ſortuitous coneourſe of 


atome, that it is an egg, a vegetable, an animal, or 


what you will; rather than to view it as framed by an 
intelligent Mind to be. an immenſe Larar. houſe, erouded 
wich the victims of diſeaſe, and echoing to the / groans 
of tho miſerable? When you contemplate this MIND 


en of a eee vie, god wy, and 


« difarder,” 


py Fs v2 r * 
II 8 


jef ele Dei, ſug as de repreſents bin. He 


| thy 5abjed. ate, cootradiftory, I conſtruct his notions 


of blind nature pouring forth her maimed and abor. 


# 


ee 
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40 « diſorder, 1 any e ae is pr, 
10 the horror of this idea, ariſe” from viewing Him 38 
being perfectly indifferent to all the miſery of whieh 
Himſelf is the author? And are you 'edified by being 
told that He hath implanted feelings in the hearts of his 
creatures, of which He is not ſulseptible? Such is the 
Deity to whom our author pays the + moſt proſounti 
« adoration. P. 199. 228. e is, according to this 
writer's repreſentation, 4 male volent principle without 5 
malevolence ; At one time, . an ipaccurate and clumſy _ 
1 artificer, whoſe work i is ſo tame 36 to involve” Indivi» - © : 
« duals in ruin and miſery 22 At another, the avthor'sf „ mop 
e ſuch ſcenes of art and wiſdom, fuch exquiſite | artifi- 
60 ces repeated with wonderful variety, and with 'exatt 
: e to challenge all our admiration and "aſto. | | 
4% niſhment.” A Mind, in ſhort, Ele is, endowed win 
contradictory qualities, who is, at the fame time, * 21 1 'Y 
aud parſimonious ; oy whoſe creatures are hottile, odi- 
00s, contemptible, and admirable. Compare p. 200.— 
221. 215230. 232219. 259. 219 —23e, and judge 
whether he who looks up to ſuch a Bein 1. ſeriouſly wor- 
ſhip Him with!“ profound adoration.” I repeat, there. 
fore, that I conſtru his contradictory aſſertions molt fa - 
vourably when I conſider a blind nature as the ob- 
je& of his belief, rather than ſuch, u cauſe. of all thing 
as being entitled to his homage... To this idol, however, 
of his worſhip, like Nebuchadnezzar's image with his le 
of iron, and his feet of. ciay, does our- author devou 
. chat Acheiſts are rarely to be 2 Ki 
4 * ir, tet me alk, are your thanks addreſſed 
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tia * 
ho involves individuals in ruin and miſery ?” Ar 
| they due to the © coarſe: Artificer, the Author of phy * 
«6 cal and moral evil, c. c. &c ? With much more 
reaſon may you thank Him for having ſo framed His 
work, as that His miſerable creatures by denying His 
+ ÞJexiſtence, may turn from objects that cannot be viewed 
911 :vith other feelings than thoſe of horror and deteſtation. 8 


$$ 


y | canvor lait che preſent bocking Cpu of ab. 


= urdity and of blaſphemy without doing juſtice to my 


| ſentiments of its author, The warmeſt admirers of Mr 
Hume caunot think more highly than 1 do of his writings, 
as, models of correct and claſſical compoſition . His ta- 
lente were undoubtedly of the firſt rate. And 7 they 
have failed to guard him from the charges of inconſiſt- 
ence and of abſurdity, we muſt aſcribe to his carrying 
the love of paradox, and of ſingular argument into the 
dangerous ſphere of religion. 8 of his Di Vert. 
P. 6. Dial. 228, Men of free principles, but of inferi- 
or abilities: may be benefited 2 * this 8 
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en owes; ſays Philonous, either to mean nothing 
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W to bye in. an age | 
ous proficiency, to trace the. love 1 


muſt be acknowledged indeed, tha 
noble confuſion, a ſeeming, ' inconbiten 
charaQteriſe the former diſcoveries, o 


AIG AB Bos 


' thors, ao at diſtant periods, 1 5 re | 
lance. But let us reflect upon 
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ur 4 8 in figures 


conſequently, to conceive a ſpirit is to ee ior 
that 850 AAR , Che | 
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. of my * . grieveth me much upon the 
ſent occaſion, For, betwixt wine ancient and moſt wor- 

% y friends Berkeleius and "Hobbefius, of whom the for- 
4 


f 2 diſſertateth concerning | immaterial matter, and the 
leger, of material ſpirit ; it ſeemeth unto me that both 
ran Cram from dhe univerſe, 
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"We, hre 


oved in the preſen it ſection, that it js not © ſcience. or, 
to the baer of ploſophy that we'are'ts aſcribe the he, 
church. According to Mr G 4 
ed by the beſt authorities, the enen 
e | the dark ages, and were not. in 

| vented by plotophens. T he molt celebrated hereticks, 
ps have appeared in modern. times . but not ſurely 
when the ſtudy of philoſophy vas firſt introduced among 
Chriſtians. —_; alchoogh ic aro that thoſe mem 
rinciples to propagate nie dodrines, yer the 
cauſe of this conduct muſt be. ſought ſor, not ir their 
1 6h but in their bas d paſſions, 1 
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| pur coſe radon moral precepts of 
our religion. with thoſe of Pag an Philoſbphy y. 


and of jud jud ging from ſych a riew y concerning | 


3s ho & 

* cir 4 real af 21 f 85 | impo ; Y 1 
ey. 1 Solicitous to inveſtigate" 10 m nentuqus 
a ſubject on all ſides, let us. ſuppoſe, chat he 


: GLATAGKETY, and matives of 


c . 
ſuch a 


wal de prefene cas, . it may 


feel the force fan "arid deri * bon 
them. And to tlie few whb are thus qualifi- 


ed, the wor ks of ſome maſterly writers ren- 


der ſuch a'; on unneceſſary “ in the pre- 
ſent inſtance. The moral precepts 1 4 doc: 
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I xo reaſons e eee ich the 
preſumption ariſing from thoſe declaration 
is favourable to the Chriſtian cauſe, . Ibe 
firſt is, that ſuch profeſſions indicate integri- 
ty in their authors, and their firm belief of 
the doctrines which they taught to mankind. 
The ſecond is, that this conduct is oppoſite 
to that which impoſtors have purſued in all 
ages, and which indeed their ſchemes moſt 
_ obviouſly ſuggeſt. Granting therefore that 
thoſe authors have. deceived. the world, we 
* e ee . me ene which 


* 


is AQs xvii. 22. 
i 1 Pet. lit. 15. 
I John v. 39. 


o d . N 7 
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they! have taken is fingular,andby noancans 


OT iſtent with political practice. /Theſepoints 
roquire e to be eee e 
inkooty 14190 10 VILE n Heuudg 

an Ke" whatever, men are prepoſſeſſed 
in bettet ce pig afde all reſerve 
d making no conditions of a ſuſpicious had 
ture with the world, ſubmt — all 10 : r 
principles to the e 6f 'marikind} - 
Every doubt of unfair and — pri 


But this is not its ſole effect Other and 48 e 
important advantages ariſe from it. Of 


0 rs bur fadgrmettt i is often Tegy- 
lated by the ſentiments of thofe men who ar: 


high in our eſteem. Anti Wien they mair- 


tain any doctrine wichout Heſitation, we are 
diſpoſed to judge favourably of "the wy 
by which they are determined. ; 
other hand, apparent diſtruſt and dete in 


ſuch men, excite fimilar ſenſations in thoſe 


who view them as patterns of imitation. But 
he who betrays thoſe paſſions without having 


#48 


gained the eſteem that counteradts' their in- 


| fluence, will be conſidered as a man Who has 


no fixed principles; or as an impoſtor who is 
a ſolicitous 


. een. AS THE SUBJECT | 


find — — — 
genuous ſimplicity of their declarations, and 
dy their eENCOUTASCT at of learning and of 
candid inquiry. And imbibing ſome portion 
of cheir ſpirit, they think of tenets without 
reſtraint or uncertainty, of whoſe truth the 
original authors appear invariably to be con- 
vinced. I do not ſay that prejudices formed 
from this propenſity ure juſt and well 
grounded. I mention them eur, as being 


cl ſte ary and natural. 1 7 117 Þ 745 &4 


5 us ar. 8 whey a. Bien 
of truth are the only perſons to whom this 
candid proceeding can be beneficial. Mean 
ſubterfuges are the arts to which impoſtors 
have ever had recourſe in propagating their 
ſyſtems. And conſidering ſcience which en- 
lightens the underſtanding as their worſt ene · 
my, they are anxiouſly ſolicitous to repreſs 
her exertions and to diſcourage her reſearch. 
Evidences by which this. fact is confirmed 
beyond queſtion will be produced in the ſub- 
ſequent Pore of this ſection. 


I heſe obſervations will aſſiſt adindecerfnig 

ning the different qualities by which the man 
of the world, the philoſopher, and the author 
of a new religious ſyſtem ought to be diſtin- 
guiſhed. To the firſt an apparent diffidenee 
and caution carried into his hole conduct 
will be hurtful rather than beneficial.” 
For diffidence is often, although unjuſt- 
ly, ſuppoſed to indicate ſmall intellectual 
merit, which the world rates eee 
to the eſtimation of che Owner: 


caution to proceed em under iſtruſt, 
and from intentions which à man is afraid, 
or is aſhamed to communicate? With a phi- i 
loſophical inquirer the caſe is different. 
performance wherein ſuch a man either com. 
ments upon an original, or is employed in 
ſome abſtracted diſquiſition, ought to bear 
marks of that cautious diffidence which con- 
_ ciliates affection and regard. But in the laſt 
caſe neither of thoſe qualities ought to cha- 
racteriſe the author of a religious ſyſtem; 
who if he ſpeaks from aſſurance; niuſt ſpeak 
without diffidence, and to whom eautious re- 
ſerve is unneceſſary, becauſe it is ſuppoſed 
that he acts from inſpiration. From a teach- 


* thus dignified men "have reaſon to ex- 
x LITE SY 


tion. l. He nar who, while bas recommends 
the attainment of knowledge, thy upon thoſe 
who have acquired it t inguire into the na- 
ture of his pretenſions, and to examine their 
evidence, muſt be conſidered as acting from 

viction, chat they will bear the ſtricteſt 
ſerutiny without being injured. On the other 

nd, wecannat judge favourablyof a ſcheme 
the principles are partially commu 
And whether we. view the author 
of, thoſe principles as being cautious, diffident, 

or diſingenuous, his conduct muſt ſtill be 
che abject of mene 1 cee demand 
to de egg 


eee well-k own maxim of Phage 
that the great rules of his philoſophy were to 
be preſerved by his diſciples from the know- 
ledge of the vulgar *. By rules or principles 
to be concealed, we are by no means to un- 

derſtand the whole ſcheme of this great phi- 
een af ae rn of it we Oy 
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that were ene to the followers of Py 
thagoras, and that characteriſed no other ſect. 
This inference may be drawn from che terins 
is from the nen and «ve, the unlearn- 
ed, and uninitiate ION 
16 be concealed, - +55 BEL MITT; AY Fi 33-5 Abit * 
CCCP 2 970 

Ler me ſuppoſe: 4 ou, my LY 5 
had lived in the age of Pythagoras, and that 
you had taken the liberty to anquire into the 
motives of his conduct. You would have 
aſked him, in this caſe, for what reaſon be 
great part of mankind by this rigid prohibi- 
tion? and why he wiſnhed to avail himſelf of 
enigmatical ambiguity in explaining his prin · 
ciples, rather than to uſe the common vehicle 
of language? To theſe queſtions our philoſo- 
Par would have replied, that to his own 


+ Vide Mor. AAEPT. mregtl 5. 578. 579 40 Philo 
frrati Vit. Apo. Tyan Lib. 1. c. 1. Lib. 3. 6. 6. Lib. 6. 4. 6. 
palſ. See likewiſe the treatiſes entitled NYeArop. Alox. | 
_JIAY, in a valuable collection of ancient fragments. en- 
titled Opuſcula Mithologi ica, Ethica, et Phyſica, Cantab.1671. | 

followers 
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followers. he communicated his opinions in 
ſimple and plain words; that to ſtrangers an 
uninitiated perſons he made uſe of meme | 
and of ſymbolical repreſentations . And 
with reſpect to the vulgar, be would: have 
told you, that the doctrines of — 
rie, exceeded their compre | | 
$1 lun, 
let me ſonpelec chat to-all this: . 
; bc the following anſwer. | * Theſe prin- 
ciples, permit me to ſay, appear to be narrow 
and illiberal. our philoſophy is of little uſe, 
if it has not ner. the 
happineſs of 1 d ought to be the ulti- 
mate aim of your labours. And men, as be- 
ing the common offspring of one parent, 
have a common right to be made acquainted 
with diſcoveries in which all are intereſted. 
Lou, Sir, are worſhipped by your own diſ- 
on}; and Tu” are held. in ade moch ree 
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+ Illud quoque inter 8 laudes numerant: 
quicquid ab eo juſſam prolatumque eſſet, id tanquam le- 
gem ab eus diſcipulis obſervari conſueville ; quod in 
cunttis ita eum colerint, ac fi ex Fove genitus ore fi. 
Philtrat. Vit. - Ws 6. 1. i - ogy 
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With your — if ir ſhall be rendered 
univerſally ere your __ at che ſame⸗ 


cea? 5 wind 
on, without doubt, 
8 Dr to hear 
cloſe examination. /-Like' che monurche ef 
the wiſts N e therefore kept within the 
narrow precincts of your retirement, afraid 
that what the few adored as the dictates of a 
Divinity, the many would have diſcovered to 
nem * MW oe 
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10 this aid ſpesch bal philoſoptier would 
hay been ſomewhat puzzled to have framed 
an anſwer. Mark then the difference betwixt 
the timid diffidence of Pythagoras, and the 
explicit ſinceriry, the candid declaratiõns of 
Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles Let us 6bfery 
likewiſe the circumſtances in which ſuch op- 
poſite modes of conduct were adopted. he 
philoſopher, in a ſituation perfectly ſecure; Ob. 
ſtructs the progreſs of ſcience; by concealing 
ſome eſſential principles of his philoſophy 
1 from 


— . 
ded 3 mer ur) 0 to 


. ſte | —— — 
that they enconraget/ ther acquiſition of it 
hath wi 2 eee N ag 15 
| mproved ay theigkaſeft-gli> 
ſt; atio eee 
5 eB 015919 Wotan 
aA 55 5406 wot 4 15 thy 2 f 
"They A follow our nen of obſer . 
— will reflect, that the hieroglyphical 
MF of Egypt e we the concealment | 
have Weges And alt ough the pre: 
| ſent mode of inſtruction was not invented 
with this purpoſe, it was yet moſt probably 
preſerved with this view, after che invention 
of alphabetical characters. The myſtery of : 
oracular impoſition will likewiſe be c confider- 
ed by ſuch men as having conduced power- 
fully to the ſame end. For although artfully 
veiled. from the cognifance of men, yet this 
man: Was —_ during many ages with 
mee 
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cauſe hath been traced ar die leg. In 


Oe r not ſtrange chat 


I ce. of reyelation-in-an 


** e- 


moral precepts, which enjoin men to _ 
even the beginnings of evil. Prohibitio 
that oppoſe the indulgence. of natural —4 
penſions, may be reyerenced, from our dread 
of the authority that enjoins their obſervance. 
But while we yield to theſe a reluctant obe- | 


dience, we conſider them as laws: that con- 


tract our ſphere of « enj oyment. A ſecret pre- 
poſſeſion is 5 therefore eſtabliſhed againſt.the 
ny N 11 


*& E * 


$ 


/ 


mind that finds itſelf — — 


From a ſenſation of this 


kind, deen the beſt men are by 1ip\means en- 


_— "ar a ices,” 1 in a v 


find that her ations . wel as Cit 
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relating to'the are reſſion of reſentment 
forgiveneſs” of injuries, the reſiſting tempta- 
tion, the ſubduing r Confiiaity, the ſubmitting 


7 


8 
to perſecution, and many others chat might 


be mentioned, , excite dread and reluftance, 
Nor can we refuſe, that thoſe commands aro 
more frongly and more particularly enforced 
in the ſacred writings than in any other work 
with which we are acquainted. "They, there- 
fore, who ſubmitted to certain reſtritions 


merely from the belief that they were enjoin- 
ed 
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i men who prof w releaſe m from 


eee, 3 behalf of « a rus 
wh ny tra rr hs f 

Wempe nes gi the lover; Jarit 
and 1 by che hope of gaining = 
vourable atrention, the adverſaries of Chriſti- 
anity eee means a re- 
ligion ſo ill adapted to popular prejndices 
e nn. an n > 


chookjoRtions chat were — neh pur- 
poſe were of two kinds. The firſt reſpected 
g real events and circumſtances, which the 
manner of relating, as well as their own na- 
ture, were ſuppoſed to render doubtful, And 
thoſe of the ſecond kind were founded upon 
paſſages, of which the import was rendered 
ambiguous or contradictory, by methods 
which ſhall be mentioned. Of the former 
kind were the events related in the prophe- 
tical language of the Old Teſtament, which 
language, however explicit when diveſted of 
its metaphorical veil, is yet rendered by this 
very 8 — peculiarhy ſuſceptible of 
1 miſconſtruction. 
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very unfavourable ex poſitions. And of this 


tors failed not to take advantage. Such ex- 
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eren eee in che New 1 Teſtam 
who waſhed to be thought | 


fected to explode theſe, from plauſible and 
popular motives, He conſidered them as 
deviations from the uſual courſe of nature, 
which rennen in a 
remote corner of the world, ieee 
bed to a man who was diſtinguiſned 
ce of birth, nor by any ad var 
all education. Exceptions arifing from del 


1 were enforced, by every. art of. ale 
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tings, gave riſe to objections of the laſt kind. 

The paſſages from which theſe are drawn, 
ſuppoſed to have been mutilated and pervert- 
ed by individuals, were found to admit of 


ſuppoſition ironical and ſarcaſtic commenta- 
poſitions were therefore framed, ſometimes 


by FRO! ſome: inne Date 


* 


= might be Jain 


ion, and at others by bolding'up 

ly. been- aca; ern forme” es- 
ſions, it was - eee, this purpoſe 

2ed- by adhering to che literal 


taphor. And, — — 
diſcovered, tllat ren of ſeripture thus 
ne — traſted ſo as to 


with the grear principle of — ove of Lingus 
Fudd. whinh: wen-llewodien chas,petiod 
as unfavourable. to our religion, we ſhould 
have wondere with more reaſon, if among 
the multitude of philoſophical adventurers, 
no indim dant: had been found who vras da- 
nough to ſtrike ee i an 
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Ad ca phos Ee 
ha: they began to think for themſelves 
with the ſpiritual deſpotiſin which the dinirgh 
of Rome had exerciſed for ſo many ages 
over the Chriſtian world. They who, exclu- 
B | ded 
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. ded ben iacde faut the TISInals, 
| cuſtomed to receive as — gn che 
oſitions of men, as fuon 5 they regained 
15 | wen privilege, were ready ta abuſe chic Uber. 


exciſed; end 'thiopeimctptes which" its Welle 
e- eee. — by 
hs wks bern nas noms — 
in ſome nean is not to gain — 
plete ſatisfaction· When parties of oppoſite 
perſuaſions profeſs to derive their principleb 
from the ſame general ſtandurd, miſchief 
muſt always be the conſequenee, whatever 
fide truth may take in the tonteſt For he 
vrho cannot decide from accurate inveſtiga- 
tion, will be led in the laſt reſort to queſti 


the anchenciciry of originals, uch bam 
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evidence of — — alder er 5 had 
emerged from the dark ages T K main {char 
we ſhould inquire whether ' not 
anfarourable to Chriſi nity, rom the fuſpi⸗ 
a unfit to bear 4 ſcientiflcal reſearch. enn 
8 i £8, e bs > vo 4 2 
Two methods of treatin elle queſtion 
may be ee te direct, as we may teri 
it, and the cireumſtantiaf 'or comparative: 
he direct method of proof is, to evince the 
truth that our religion is fitted to bear mach 


,, 


forms and principles, which are donfiſeiel 
as being adapted to enlighten the underſtand: 
ing, to enlarge the knowledge, and to correct 
or improve the manners of men. The proof, 
on the other Hand, that is obtained by com- 
| paring the (late of things under the Chriſtian 
_ diſpenſation with the firuation of the world 
in the ages that preceded it, is of the laſt kind. 
And although this method may not be ſo im- 
mediately RIO as the former, yet equal 
ee — ariſe from it upon ä 
N 
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I have adopted both methods of proof in the 
following obſervations, that the reader's. View. 

1 it n be eee more eee By 


* che "ici and 


oe of our 2 have. been brought 
together in che preſent ſection, which lead u 


to infer, that a ſcientifical inquiry muſt be 
favourable to both, inſtead of being prejudi: 


cial. We have ſeen, that, as it is not the in 


tereſt of impoſtors to encourage rational dit 
quiſition, it hath never been their practice o 
call this ſpirit i into exereiſe. We have point- 
ed out the ſignatures whereby. an author's 


diſtruſt. of the truth of certain teners, or his 
diſbelief of theſe, may be diſcovered ; the 


former, by indueing him to contract the 


ſphere of inveſtigation ; and the latter, to 
repel at all times the ſpirit of inquiry. And 
from comparing both with the tendency | of 
our religion, and with the eonduct of i its au- 
thors, we have drawn concluſions which the 
premiſes r to juſtify. 3 


An examination of the fabj ets that fate 


been treated by thoſe men, will indeed con- | 


vince any rational inquirer, that cheir 5 
15 225 
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poſe muſt have been to render the influence” 
of ſeience univerſal. In proof of this remark; 


late to natural and civil hiſtory ; to philoſo- 


eloquence, morals z menen it is acknow-: 
ledged that thoſe ſacre Re Re 


our co nen. topics 90 
ereſting are treated with the 
general end of promoting Fw en e 


cs firſt objects to which: a man of ſcience will 

give attention in examining the Chri | 
ſcheme, muſt be favourable to the plan ieſolf/ 
and to the character of its authors. To the 
former this muſt happen, from the variety 
and important nature of its ſubjects; and to 
the latter, from the apparent candour and 
fincerity with which they deliver their ſenti- 
ments. Thoſe capital circumſtances, there- 
fore, ſupport and ſtrengthen each other; and 


the evidence ariſing from both acquires force, 


as we N _ womb PI 
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ot 


| But what be the eller of this rel 
3 gion 
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gion upon the opinions, manners, and cha- 


_ deciſive proofs in all caſes in which they are. 


urged with propriety, Speculat 
on the contrary,, loſes its plauſibility, as well 
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racters of mankind? By what means has it 
enlarged their knowledge, and in what re- 
ſpect has it contributed to promote civiliza- 
tion? Known facts we acknowledge to be 


ive reaſoning, 


as its force, when it is unſupported by expe- 

rience. A large compaſs appears to be pre- 

ſcribed by thoſe inquiries, which it is not our 

preſent purpoſe to go over particularly. A 
opti vould lead us e -e the RY 
ture . ——.— of che Deiry, wich, thoſe. 
which the moſt-poliſhed ancient nations gain - 
ed on | thoſe ſubjects from the writings of 
their DEA and Philoſophers. But the exa- 
. Chriſtianity: | nights receive * Py 
would open A detail of too complicated a Da- a 
ture to be carried on ay hang in this 


1 3 a as a direct ay to 
the preceding my to prove the follow- 


. That the Chriſtian re- 
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ligion is fitted more aptly than any other 
ſcheme to perfect the characters of men; he. 
cauſe, to the advantage mme 
moſt complete moral ſyſtem, it ſuperadd 

chor, a perfect model of i imautzions; —_ That 
the bounds of knowledge have been greatly 
enlarged hy this religion; becauſe. truths o 
which philoſophers failed to aſeertain the rea- 
lity, are determined by its teachers without 
embarraſſment or ambiguity. Zaly, I ſhall en- 
deavour to evince, that the mild and tempe- 
effectually to civilize and poliſh the manners 
of mankind. And, Aubly, That a free exami- 
nation of Chriſtian doctrines and inſtitutions 
| hath ſerved to rectify prejudices of the worlt 
| tendency, and to ſubſtitute in place of nate 
row and illiberal notions, enlarged views of 
the divine government and perfections. Let 
us conſider theſe points „ as er 
| elk to bare Is 7 CG? "= 


. The. e * of * 8 7 
three claſſes of thoſe which we oe to God 
as our common Parent, to our fellow-crea- 
tures as members of ſociety, and to ourſelves 
. 8 ; : as 
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a individuals, is a well-known diſtinction. 
do not deny that many excellent rules re- 
ſpecting the regulation of practice 1 in thoſe 
capital departments are contained in the wri- 
tings of ancient moraliſts. But that the ſcrip- 
ures contain rules on theſe ſubjects, and ex- 
hibit views of them, of more excellence than 
the former, will appear from a few oblerva- 
tions on each” claſs amen weren 
. cannot be denied that "Re great dodtrine 
of the unity of God is a fundamental tenet 
of the Chriſtian religion; which' the ſacred 
riters agree unalterably in maintaining. 
And we may remark, as one of the ſtrongeſt 
roofs of its divine original, that, at the time 
when polytheiſm was the eſtabliſhed religion 
of more powerful and poliſhed nations, this 
truth was inculcated only by the Lawgiver 
of the Jes. Know, ſaid he, O Iſrael, that 
the Lord thy God is One GOD®.” Re- 
flection will convince us, that the duties 
which we owe to the Supreme Being acquire 
force and propriety from the ſublime idea of 
bim chat is Bere eee, "We contemi late 
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| this ROE with peculiar reverence, 1 he 
is held forth as one ſimple and univerſal in- 
telligence, to whom his creature: 8 


ties s of Gilial love and gratitude. fow: — 7 
from this account of their authc 


On the other hand, it is obvious that we 
cannot ſubdivide this great idea, and diſſipate | 
theſe affections among inferior divinities, 

without diminiſhing their force in a great 
meaſure, if we do not render them terms 
without ſignificance. For to deities of whom 
each claims a ſhare of our homage and 
2 we will offer thoſe oblations 

leſs cordially and ſincerely, as we conceive 
e to be conſigned to their power or their 
beneficence : Whereas theſe concentrate with» 
out reſerve, according to the firſt eee 
in one ee and ae eee 


enn oy 


EY 18 not © my anos to e in "aka pre- 
ſent work the ſentiments of authors 'who 
have written formerly on this important ſub- 
| ject. Concerning the ſecond claſs of du- 
ties, therefore, I ſhall. only- obſerve, that 


the ſacred writers are more "enpient and 
c hone 
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more particular than thoſe above mentioned; 
upon every branch of duty that is connect 
ed with ſuffering, This circumſtance does 
| honour to the doctrines of our religion, and 
Fenders its moral ſyſtem apparently more 
complete, and indeed uſeful; than any that 
is contained in the writings of philoſophers, 
Sufferings, in the preſent ſtate of things, fill 
up a large proportion even of the happieſt 
life. Of this truth the authors of our reli- 
gion were rendered ſenfible hy experience. 
And foreſeeing the ſtate of the church in fu- 
ture ages, at the time when they were at- 
tentive to the general circumſtances of man- 
nt m_ lay down rules that are accom- 
d equally to all ſituations. Hence 
3 the peculiar propriety wherewith 
they expatiate on the virtues which perſecu- | 
tion calls into exerciſe. Hence is derived 
the precept of returning bleſſing for curſes*.. 
Hence the command enjoining Chriſtians to 
-pardonf, and even to love their enemies f; 
'to do good offices to that e 


0 Matt. v. 44. Luke vi. 28, 25 


4 Matt. vi. 12. Lale xi. 4. 
7 Luke vi. 27, 38. 
5 Ibid. Matt. vi. 44. 
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fly PRs ce: inſtead of reſiſting it ; 
——— — with meekneſs, pa- 
tience, and ſubmiſſion. It is obvious, that; 
ſetting aſide che ſacred character of Chriſt 
and of his Apoſtles, their injunctions im 
force and energy from the cireumi n 
which they were placed. When both theres 
fore are taken under conſider we ceaſe 
to wonder at the mild and 3 pry 
rit by which theſe rules appear ham been N 
diftated, uf walk im un, i ity with 


extended uin en my Ike more n 
duties that reſpect the individual. The body 
, when it is conſidered as framed of 

movements that ure invoitely complicated, 
and as animated by the breath of this Di- 
vine Eſſence, acquires importance from our 
2 of its Architect. As a ſanctuary 

ſecrated by this - inhabitant, _ 
are required to e een fi it from ien, 


But it is not er in . comprehenſive ve 
nature of its morality, nor in te motives to 
* Mare. 23. | 5 wtf po 7 . 

| o Vvirtuous 


* 
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will Ach the: encalkitids of our —— | 
It exhibits likewiſe, in the er | Z 


a authors, a 


thoſe mad my ultima) to them in 

every circumſtance. It is well known that 
moraliſts. Hiſtory offers Socrates indeed to 
from whoſe mind the ſtudy of n 
had eradicated propenſities to vice. But 
among the Greeks, the licentious indulgence 
of the followers of Epicurus, — Roman 
philoſophers, the lives of Salluft | 
neca, not to mention others, debaſe Pre 1 
ſpectable deſignation. Of the latter particu · 
larly, actions that are diſcordant to every mo- 
ral precept, will ever be conſidered as indica- 


tions of the inadequate influence of his phi- 


loſophy. We ſhall ſee immediately that 
this oppoſition of principle and practice, il. 
taſtrated by ſo many examples, aroſe from 
the different opinions which thoſe philoſo- 
phers entertained concerning the chief good 
of man, or what ought principally to gain 
His attention. In the mean time a diſcern - 
ing reader will readily remark, that what- 

LD ever 


himſelf is a perfect DA Tu . 


er before vs as che model of our imitation 
ail Jo 3: DOR CT ; 

mY was obſer rved. 
precepts of which 5 — of 105 abe 
ſo happily conformed, has contributed to ex- 
tend the nnn eee r- 
Neft ſubject i leads us to examine the 
truth of this P Opoſition. which may be on- 
firmed by very ſatisfying evidence. The 


firſt Chriſtian teachers have effectuated the 
purpoſe above mentioned, by the two fol- 


lowing methods. 1. They ene with 
preciſion, and writh perfect. iniformity | 
nature of the chief good, concernit 
philoſophers wrangled to no N 
They reveal to mank 
ſolutely certain, of which n had formerly 
been unknown, and of othe 


6 


* See the RO chap. of the Epiſt. WONT 
Hir O2 | The 


1 DRE © 


ak nctangs ih. : 
* 2 e 180 | 
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9 ne and infuß- 
ficiency of reaſon,. in mt mien and cn 
of man, or che e — 
happineſs. - Let me ſuppoſe, that yau, my 
young reader, had lived among thoſe ſages; 
and, folicirous to have my yore pm = 


. e — 
objects. I have a high opinion of you,ỹ 
* abilities, experience, and knowledge. What 
ir ibe chief good of man?” 
. uld 


« Young wan, know tht the To a is 
* relates 2 to external ales 
60 FCC | 


* Au Nn. 1282 


or Scr r ee Ir. rog 


% excellence which nne im- 

* — 1 jects 

“ borrows: thoſe qualities from , no! 

« the perfection, een, whatever 
juſt and honourable, yon will nd 
Mar ts hoes gh -arch + 


SEE © Þ7 3 
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ir 83 you ro. che wert 
of ſenſual gratification, wich whom you find 


mann roundec It is among thoſe com- | 4 
„ panions,” Be will ſay, pointing: to Ceres, | 
Venus: Bacchus, and Pomona, © my young | 


friend, that you will find the chief good 
* which you deſire to poſleſs,' Tr conſiſts in 
8 „ the indulgenee of ſenſe,” and of imagina- 
tion. eee if you dan ſeek 


; 1 
3 #4 n 


* * Bp "Y Tarr r w view had og e e avak | 
Popar Aaſib ares avre "_ on r Dan _ 
tom. 4 Pp: 73. | | | 1 

CCF 


+ Ex To xavor. „ ent angbelgg tus 
val Tag ayobnou tes rene, 12174 Tan, Or de Ermou- 
put e deen Aaxrr. 
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for it any here elſe.” From this ſociety 

Hieronymus will draw you aide, and will dew 

bid you to credit * 

Of all evils,” bowel fon you, ther 
mental or-corporeal, PAIN Ane mans in- 

1 ſupportable. And you will therefore find 

6 the greateſt good to conſiſt in an exemption 


| <. from this greateſt of evils.” Jo ſum up 


all, Carneades will explode all thoſe by rs | 
theſes. - To turn the gifts of nature, he 


will ſay, * to the beſt account, sers to enjoy 


to the utmoſt the advantages derived from 
them, is to be happy. This doctrine, he I 
by ens e e ö 


* Zeno and al ls followers,” 


el to L hain 0 — ag ſo ma 
various and contradictory theories, you turn 
from: Maſe profiled eme of f reaſon, to the 


145 27 oy 
FL 


1 ee Patch ra * various 5 of thoſs | 


philoſophers in one paſſage. '** Sunt autem hae de fini- 
* bus, ut opinor, retentae defenſae ſententiae: Primum 
« {mplice quatuor : Nihil bonum, nifi honeſtum, ut 
« Stoici ; nihil bonum, niſi voluptatem, ut Epicurus ; 
4 njhil bonum, niſi vacuitatem doloris, ut Hieronymus; 
< nihil bonum, niſi naturae primis bonis aut omnibus, 

aut maximis frui, ut Carneades e eee 

46 bat.“ e Al. Lib. 5 3 N 
„ | FR authors 


former, are more eee, in their ACCOUNT 
of this matter. Among theſe we muſt 
ſerve, that a lighr i is reflected upon all Ades 8 
from two important principles which are 
eſtabliſhed as the foundation of our religion. 
The firſt is, that chere is in man an intelli- 
gent ſpirit, which, although aſſociated with 
matter, is diſtinct from it, and independent. 
The ſecond principle is, that this ſpirit will 
ſubſiſt through eternity, being naturally in- 
frangible and immortal. To thefe propoſi- 
q tions, when we add that reſpecting the re- 
Wa | puniſhment which in this ſtate will 
follow the perforinaiee of good or of bad ac- 
tions, the queſtion concerning the chief good 
will appear at once to be determined. For it 
will be concluded, that he whoſe hope of re- 
ward in that ſtate is well founded, hath ob- 
tained this good, by having anſwered the 
end of his creation, of which others are in 
KG to no Mi 9 5 


101 is in in e hu thofs Sm 5 
principles that the ſacred writers are confi: 
ſtent and uniform in their declarations upon 
this ſubject. In the addreſs of Jeſus to Mar- 


* 
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eee thing needfa} #2 
en oat way Re commands his fol» 
kingdom of God, as 
eee eee are inclu- 
1 Look into the writings of his apoſtles, 
ek, ſays one of them, *rhoſe things which 
| * are abo ue” 11 fſays another, 
* 18 to all things, having the pro- 
1 miſe both of the life chat now is, and of 
that which is to come $. Moſes, ſay 
« choſe to ſuffer affliction Wt 
1 * God, &c. becauſe he — 
rer rl A reden 1 30? ; wollet 


* Wives 45 nee; it ba "as 3 
ous, that the queſtion relating to the chief 
of future exiſtence. And the authors of our 
religion have taken the only ſure method to 
determine this point ually, by having 
obſerved this connection, and deduced the 
_ doctrine as a corollary from the lat- 
geen, re therefor, r thoſe Wii. 


* "= Wine 10 3 Ftp vi. 27 | + col 1. 1 1. 


46 r Tim. iv. 8. || Heb. xi. 25. 26. 
* ters, 


or Serif feAL , 114 


* chelr repreſentation of the object that 
conduceth prineipally to happineſs; Us ocka- 
ſioned by their xdhefence' to che deckr e of 
immortality; Which xhey ineuleste at all enden 
without . tame Feſtive bus 7297 


er gion qmI91g 9 + 10 


Habe hs e — 116 res 
ſolved in a ſatisfactory manner to tlie Chri- 
ſtian, by which kis Knowledge is fenderet 
comprehenſive. And he who is hot actuated 


by invinelble prepoſſeſſion, muſt acknotet 


ledge that their unamious an 
rence c the fame principles, opp. 


oſed to the 
lictory theories. of Pagan philoſoptters; 

eſtabliſhsits a "ROUTE! bee Ne in cher 

W LY | 


1 II | have ended 11 | 


much to eivikze, a8 they have done to ins 
ſtrat and to reform mankind, is a truth 


fects will render obvious A full enamina- 


tion of this ſubject wotild lead us to enume- 
rate the conſequences of which the Taws and 


ordinances of our religion have been produc- 
tive in ſoclety. At preſent we may obſerve, 
in general, chat the _ — of the goſpel, 


which ſome remarks! on their nature and ef- 


reer 
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9 as to di- 
rect and to regulare their actions. I-paſy 
over the precepts enjoining us to be meek, 
ſubmiſſive, temperate, diſpaſſionate, forgi- | 
ving. Of theſe the tendency is obvious; as is 
the effect of that brotherly love which was 
propagated. by the author of our religion 
with ſo much attention, and is emphatically 
denominated © the bond of perfectneſs We 
cannot however avoid, upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, to mark the deſign of che — 
rite of the ſupper; a rite that was inſtituted 
with the noble purpoſe of rendering the vir- 
tues of its Author the objects of remem- 
brance, and of imitation. By fitting down 
at one table, and. by partaking of the ſame 
elements, we are taught ro expreſs our good 
will to each other. Our recollection of the 
example of Jeſus, in this ſolemn action, is an 
incentive to the arquiremeit of excellencies 
by which the heart is purified. And by re- 
flections whereof the ſcene repreſented by the 
ſacred elements is naturally productive, we 
— to exerciſe the duty of forgive- 


-— 


But 


2 xpedients W 
the Author of our religion employed towards 
the nr of this ſalutary np 
the characters that have diſtinguiſh- 

ed boeiery in its moſt enlightened ſtate, the 

principle of univerſal toleration hath ever 
been deemed one of the moſt eminent. The 
ſpirits of men, in all ages, have been apt to 
| rankle with peculiar animoſity” againſt each 
other, when Fri 


ted by the oppalitien of re- 
ſentiment. And from the collifien/of 
diſcordant opinions on theſe ſubjects, ſparks 


have been emitted, from which have ariſen 
the moſt dangerous and deſtruQuve confla- 
grations. The hiſtory of mankind will ren» 
der it obvious, that the defire of perſecuting 
each other on account of an unavoidable dif- 
ference of judgment in points of faith or of 
doctrine, contrary as it is to the firſt dictate 
of ſober reaſon, yet of all others is the moſt 
difficult to be ſubdued. In nations the moſt 
civilized, and at times when the arts which 
ſoften the hearts, and which poliſh the man- 
ners of men, were men e we 
have ſeen this fatal defire breaking forth with 
P 2 
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violence. And; in the purſuir.of an unjuſti. 
fiable end; we have obſerved it 
Purer ich reaſon and religion had 


2 
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Is it eee ee 3 
on this accalion, the. recent ſtary of Joha Calas? Jo 
125 not ſure to be informed, that this man Wes made 

72 religious e not by a " bigorted 
— 4 mila age of 3gnorahce; or in an illiterate na- 
tion ; but; in the eighteenth;cemury, by the arret of a 
. of which the members received their co 


| a people, who, in their, own eſtimation, are wo, ; 
terne of ie arte by whith Raati mature 1 Sderued, 
and of the virtues by which it is. dignified. I ſay, chat 
ee 24 was made, he martyr of his religious 
| prine iples, Of the alledg ed 2 for which he ſuffered, 
the murder of his ſon, NM. oltaire has proved by 
 Hhconreſfibic ebidence that Nowhi/iocent,” NEWS wo 
mention his ſon Peter Calas, who! 'was compelled by the | 
threatning of being like wiſe broken upon the wheel, ta 
abjure the Calyiniit faith, and. 1 to profeſs himſelf a mem. 
. of the church of Rome? The 3 of this family 
general perſecuted, tortured, * brande: with infamy, | 
dtiven from ih iy habirations,' and reduced tor extreme 
indigence, are not mentioned merely as being edences 
of the bigotry that prevails in 4 nation, which, in other. 
ons, is is juſtly « entitled to eſteem. _ Theſe cixcupltan- | 
ces are only equperated as bei 8 indications of, the ex. | 
treme difficulty with which a perſecuting ſpirit is 'repreſ.” 
ſed eden in ee ere wad er- wh. 
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moſt 3 ban r modern oo e 


Pope to Enend commerce, and tô en 
| courage the-eultivation of arts by which na- 
tions are benefited and adorned. It 'is likes 
wiſe an advantage, to participate of which 
_— peacsable member of the community 
natural and unalienable right.” This 
9 however, it hath been found no eafy 
matter to aſcertain — any © e of, the 
validity, and a correſpe onding p 5 
apt to regard in any 3 as che Lureſt hr 


44 1 Jist 
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From this view of logs eli we come 
to conſider the cireumſtances in which the 
Author of our religion was placed, and the 
tenets that were inculcatedꝰ by him in thoſs 
circumſtahces;/ a light id thrown Moran 
charaQer, ec | 1 
nenen 0 11907 d gains} 


» >. If . ** 
14 5 48 119215 44 503 D 
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; were 4 ER? WE — nations, they 
were yet deficient in the arts of civil govern - 
ment. And in general they were wanting in 
thoſe acquirements n are fred from in- 
the latter kind. were no doube prone in 
rt, hy the religious ſyſtem. of thoſe people, 
o different from chat of all other countries; 
and in part by that pride and contempt 
where with they beheld the reſt of mankind. 
s of which the gratification is ſo con- 
. to the ſpirit of their religion, became 
gradually prevalent by indulgence. And by 
appearing conſpicuouſly in their conduct at 
all times, ſignatures ſo remarkable came at 
laſt to be regarded as the moſt ſtriking li- 
neaments of ew national character. 
91109 997 W Www ory ill 
Of the Fer Ia OW Peter try hn ens 
mies of, their religion became of all others 
moſt avowedly the objects. Amongſt them 
like wiſe, thoſe ſects were peculiarly hated and 
reprobated, whoſe forms and inſtitutions dif- 
fering from their own in ſome circumſtances, 
made the neareſt approximation to theſe in 


4 Hence it 2 that, while a 
| ſpirit 


ef 


| tion, he proclaimed himſelf to be © the friend 


or Scizwrirteal Inqyizy; II 


ſpirit of intolerant zeal animated the Jews 
againſt other nations, it was peculiarly * 
rected againſt the little territory of Sam: 
with whoſe inhabitants it was dern infa- 
mous to . e . 


th this jk zam this irie 
appears to have been at as height. Eventhe 
diſciples themſelves ſeem in ſome inſtances 
to have been influenced. by it, as we ſhalt 
ſee immediately. To the prevalence of a 
zeal at the ſame time ſo pernicious, and ſo 
univerfal, He alone oppoſed doctrines that 
are alen to ſubvert its dominion; and 
confirmed thoſe doctrines by his example. 
With his noble purpoſe, among a people 
actuated by the unrelenting ſpirit of perſecus 


of publicans and ſinners *. And that he 
might exemplify this declaration, he conver- 
_ fed familiarly with the wortan of Samariat.” 
With the ſame view be emitted the parable 
of the Phariſee and the Publican "+; nn 3 
. Mare, x xi. 1 . Lake vi 34. 
4 John i iv. 7. to 27. 
+ Luke xviii. 10. 
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his diſciples, who' appear to have participa- 


. ane af thaw nen © becauſe his face was 


t20 Or — 48 Tar guBJect 


ted the uſe of the ſword in religious con 
teſts 4; and left OP as his laſt 1 to 
his followers þ + i ods Stnings m 


Loos por 8 os this 
divine teacher diſplayed the true nature of 
his religion, was in the rebuke which he gave 


ted of the character and principles of the 
The inhabitants of a ' Samaritan vil- 
lagy bad refuſed intecuith to be received in- 


times 


as though he would go to Jer 
His followers were juſtly incenſed ging 
thoſe inſidels. But in their deman 
8 9 


which they cenſared 1 fo — in their ene 


4 Wilt ee ſaid they, command fire 
* come down from heaven, and conſume 
them, as Elias did? Ic ought to be remem· 


bered, that at this time Jeſus was placed in 


eircumſtances the moſt forlorn and deſtitute. 
For, referring to his own ſituation, in a ſubs 


; z 


1 Matt. xxvi. 52. 
John xiv. 27. 


me „. bins dice: 
uninfluenced by the paſſions of of his country- 
men, we have proved, that he taught and 
practiſed a. W mars ion to both, which 
;oſt · high qr mgm 8 
ſurrounded. him, he. mild, and, role 


* 


. ſpirit 


* Luke ix, — N a> 1 ad „„ 


" # 
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mation of his own aſtoniſhed: ————— 
credulous fellow- citizens. Whence had 
eg man his wiſdom aſus AC mem 
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cir s neceſſary in 
riod colleRedthe materials of — 2 


found diſquiſitions, | Let us not * che 


— 


® n. xv. 84. ; 
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e rat 


firſt reſpects the rapid: ere which men 


made in all the's deparem 


ſane ewes ede Nate of nations i wl ch 
| univerſally, wich char 
en ann ek alk 


c We felt te a pes ceiling ſeRion, ik 
natur religion has received much benefit 


from the free i won mein cf that have been carried 


into the fn 00! "of Chriſtianity, and into its 


andour and impartiality, che | 
>duce'fs clear ideas of che di- | 


elfect ag to pro 
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tions. Of ſuch inquiries: con | 


vine perfections from the care ons of a- 


Go 
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paring I Tyranny of omg . 
this cn thoſe afithe C — 
cnomledge.of God as he, s rl 


ot likew — s by 

3 — pretenſions 
of the — made: by unenlisbtened 
reaſon, with thoſe of an eee, chat 
is ee will ry Pp 
gelt. F908, 1/971 ; | 1 
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needs be acquainted, that the ſeriptures were 
tranſlated into the vernacular languages: of 
Franchiſement f thoſe ede 7 ll Papal 
— And + nd ey an individual . 
will 


F | axfcrmrImea nay 10 | bag 2 


| is concealed from the vulgar of Popiſh 
countries, by being publiſhed in a language 
chat is intelligible only to che, lea | 
is the effect ob this er 

thoſe book deins onade-ynverlaly 5 known 4 


| have —— more generally under; 
of eure e e 80. langer reotived.os 
Chriſtian; tenets; merely from the affirmation 
of a bigbted and defignirtg Prieſthood, are 

found to be fundamenta 7 princip es Of this 


religion By theſt; all. its precepts are n. 
forced, andav/is reqiiirecl chat ne | 


aw reality ſhould regulate our conduct. 


e u 181.4 Nr 5117 N 11 


Since the era of the rdformation, ieie well f 
men that true ſcience, aas cell as che ele ; 


gant 'andiornamemaliarts;have Been c 5 
ted with greater-fucceſs: chan during many 
preceding ages. Without entering intaca de 
tail on nn recallect 
the illuſtrious names to wh 


| which —— 


debted in late ages for ſoiendfical difecymrien; 5 55 
and to compare che manners of maderm m- 


al 


2 Bhir riealing t ee of R + abu — 


Athens, offer to view the neee of 
urifh e nation 
on bad W TIE ei dul att 


But are the improyements that . — 
in late ages, in the extenfive depart- 


memsabove mentioned, to be aſcribed to the 
8 ſubmitted 


unination ? Lo not affirm this 
in all its extent. It is. indeed dif» 
ficult to eſtabliſh! -a: criterion by which we 
can judge properly of this matter. The fol- 
— N en will perhaps render 
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K. readers e bare believed. We —_— 


ſearches of mme — are 
ſu 1 either — or morale, Mud, 
VINCE us, chat 3 che nen os this 
religion is moſt univerſal, the national rac 
racter is moſt. 2 es 


(1.16390 


prevalongy and effect. | Fos N it 
i 8 510 To ere 


70 what bath beers already ſaid, on the 
en\barrallliiener of reaſon. in her'reſearches, 
let us here add the words bf an author; who 
had ſurely no-view to favour revelation. Af. 
ter having expatiated with much. propriety | 
on the feeble light that pluloſophy threw on 
the doctrine of immortality, he proceeds in 
the following words. We are ſufficient- 
* ly acquainted with the eminent perſons 
* who: flouriſhed in the age of Cicero, and 

of the firſt Ceſars; with their actions, 
« their characters, and their motives, to Be 
2 „ aſſured that their conduct in this life Was 

< never regulated by any ſerious conviction 
THE een and A of a fu- 
"Wy 


— hs ITE ere 
© ken of ene eee 


©*-1educaric 3 n and andrtanting e, Of : 
51115 . vo eilt wieder vn dern 
ln ads, ditrioviag Nc e 20 N55 2¹ 
155 Gibton's Hiſt. . goctrine 9 
immortality i is ſo eſſential a tenet Net hriſt an religion, 
that the omiſſion of it, in an, attempt eo decount for . 
| s of Chriſtianity by natural means, would * 
7 fra ron ye PE this author's ens 


we expeRt to be informed, jn bis jo chat of 
Chriſtians. of the 1225 LY 22 275 40 | 


mine is explained and informed in the Ned "Telfament 


Some account at leaſt we Hope” to meet with of / the e. 
_- plicit and conſiſtent language of ſeripture upon this ſub-, | 
| je, in oppoſition to the ambiguous and variable declas, 

Tations of philoſophy... "Kor no ſuch matter, Mr G — 

ies very different ground. Ii His zeal for the cailfe' 

of which he is an advdeate, he lofeth ſight of the. ob- 
JeQs above mentioned.; And he prigferh into his argu- 
ment prophecies hat are ſuppoſed ta relate to. tbe; end 
of the world, to the mille ium, to the conflagration. of | 
Rome ; and certain "horrib ble defunclations of 'eterhal 
| Cabination to dll Pagans, 4s events Which were io fallibly 


_ - to take place before tlie end of due century. he 


. careleſs polytheiſt; ſays be, aſiiled by new. and une, 
* ed terrors, — * neither bis prieſts nor 
| « philoſophers. 


cc philoſophers could afford him any certain 5 lion, 
« was very frequently terrified and ſubdued by the we- 
e His fears might aſſiſt the 
«« progreſs of his faith, „A., p. 588, $67+ Such is thin 
author's account of zhe ſeripture do@ring: of merh 
conſidered as a cauſe, of the propagation: of gur.religions * 
| Let us paſs over every. other - circumſtance, and confing 
_ ourſelves. to the view. of this, ſame , cauſe. as being ade. 
quate to the effect chat is here algribed to, it. In my 
opinion Mr G —.—: hath: made eder an, ungfßortunatg 
choice in the pteſent i „ For, granting all that he 
hath ſaid concerning the accompliſhment of theſe predice 
ons to be true, I undertake to prove, that the pros - 
greſs of Chriſtiauity muſt have been powerfully obſtrus· 

ted by what our author denominates a mean of its e | 
pagation. From his own conceſſions likewiſe, how in- 

conſiſtent ſoeyer, I (hall evince, that neither in one a 
dor other was the pperation of this cauſe uur. „ 


In proof of the former. propoſition we veed only ED 
reflect, that the ptopheſies relating to the end of the 
world wauld ave been mere temporary expedie jents for 5 
the purpoſe of propagating t the Chriſtian faith, which 
| muſt have proved deſtructwe to it at the end of one ge- 

neration. For at this period, the indignation, excited in 
ell orders of men by the apparent falſehood of thoſe 

propheſles, would have been proportioned to the faith 
that had been placed in their, accompliſhment. Let us. 
grant, therefore, that the terror of an eter dal paniſn- - 
went to cominence ſo ſoon had driven a timorolis' 5 

NR to 


to Ale welter vithin the 10 of ena. Yet tive 
ty theſe would have reoccupied their ancient paſtores, as. - 
ſoot: as they diſcovered this to be a falſe alarm. "To 
| have raiſed, therefore, ſuch an apprehenſion ' withour 
_ cauſe, would have been to adopt a temporary expedient 
for filling the fold at the hazard of ſeeing it finally deſo. 
leted. It is therefore evident that ſo far as credit was. 
given to this interpretation of the prophecies, 'the' cauſe 
of religion muſt have been injured” by it eſſentially, in- 
ſtead of being promoted. I ſay, that this cauſe was in- 
jured by the explanation abe Fe mentioned /o fir as it 
gained belief. Luckily, however, by our author's on 
account of the matter, neither the good nor bad effect 
of ſuch explanation could hate been univerfal. Fer, 5 
with a fimilar inconſiſtency; to that Which was former 
' mentioned, he ſays in another place, that, © as the pro- 
« phecies of the conflagration provoked thoſe” Pagans 
£ whom they did not convert, they were mentioned 
« with caution and reſerve ; and the montaniſts were 
« cenſured for diſcloſing too "freely the dangerous SE- 
« CRET.”. Indeed! The SECRET 120 no doubt 
have been a dangerous one if it produced alt the conſe. 
. quences which this Gentleman afcribes to it. But you 5 
will find, my young reader, ſome difficulty in believing 
that the Pau nations were converted by a mean that 
was profeſſedly made a ſecret. Of this new inſtrument 
of converſion provided at the ſame. time with a repelling 
and with zn attractive quality, we may pronounce, that 
che infl e e e | 
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time when they \Profals.comejed}4 h iſtianity. 
And chere is not a national a 
art of the Chriſtian. world. in which men 
would — itted, to e e tenet with 


, ee be 2 


\To,what e e is difference be- 
twixt Fagan and Chriſtian oratory, and phi, 
loſophers to, be aſcribed ? Fry t 
what 9 Ppncard 1 — will Jou — reſolve 3 it 


the NY abs 2 ws Wich "_ K N 591 plied,” 
While rk Gated ea We eee, "the" 


ſing 725 zermanent wa of any kind. an ar ariſe | from, 
/ cauſe en owed with repugnant and contrad] dittory p powers, | 
And, in the preſent inſtance, the' charge acquires force 
from his affirmation, chat the rapid and public advances? 
ment of Chriſtianity was brought about by a mean of 
which the. tendency Was to ! and to terrify, and 
wWhereof the knowledge was imparted only td a few. 


At any rate, he WhO ſhall believe in the efficacy of this a 


expedient to propagate '« religion, ought not to bring | 


the charge of- 2 againſt Chriſtians who believe 
in miracles. . certainly, he would perform the 
greateſt © of all —— who ſhould convert multitudes 
by ee with which a bo were not 2 fx ee 
mr 1 r by an e S030 5 
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this in the higheſt ſtate Kamen bes 
been found ineffectual. | ons LSE 


on chi fubj A will be . 
1 inquire what have been the 
elfecks of this religion, reſpecting the cha- 
racter and manners of nations in which i it is 
eſtabliſhed, An exani poi 

will diſcover, to an attentiye ohſerver, a 
thoſe e and that conduct which be- 
peak e civilization, ile de 
cularth, e by the pondering en 
their inhabitants have acquired af. oy TE 
wen kee wh da e et e 21d gn 


wy 5 vs, HM 7 en ee 2 JEW Ts we 


Let us, with this objet” 1 Aa compares 

; Fay principal European nations, with each 
other. And the reader will deri ve ee 
lar eſſects from that eauſt which he r 

- judge'to be moſt ringed appropt ated «7 
We ſhall ſelect with this purpoſe from che 
monarchies of Europe, thoſe of Spain, Por- 
ragal, France, and Great Britain, as being 
nations 
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— * 


profiled bye the 
well known, chat, in the = 


een 2 che — 

rage of the barbarous 
rro; let the cities of Flanders laid wuſte 
by che butcherter"of Alva lee an 
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From 1 c 
tions, ' when we come te 
the arts and fei ences 
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e ling on one 
from the groſs. ignorance. of ms 


= a ee 10 unfavourable, wild and u. 
— 2 1 ineffectual ef 
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nuine ( 


founded se liberal i principles en. releaſed 


knowledge of this pe 
and ornamenial art, in every happy . 


fluous _ unneceſſary. I ought, however, | 
to be remarked, / that to the ignoran „ 
uriſtianity Sen as — : 

among the middle and lower orders of men 
in this kingdom, and which the naeh of 
the eſtabliſhed: religion is-to maintain, certi 
intolerant and many ſuperſtitio des 
e aſeribed. Even e | 
een tained by practices of the 
eſent kind. And it is not eaſy to deduce 

chis mode of conduct from any other cauſe 
than that to which we have aſcribed it. The 
revocation of the edict of Nantz was the deed 
of the moſt auguſt monarch of his age, who 
was however as much diſtinguiſhed hy His 
bigotry, as by his external ſplendour and m 
nificence. On the other hand, che perſeeu-. 

tion of the family of Calas in the preſent age 


was 
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: n of the ſupreme court of _ 
— bted. eee 
in t country. To what caſes can ven. 
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— af Scriprure. are ral ee 

as theſe books are tranſlated into the verna- 
cular lapgrages.: Among them I ſelect Great 
| 7 ly, becauſe it is not more 
the lend of civil; FOE it is of religious liber- 
ty. At the ſame time, when we view it ab 
a monarchy, of which the parts are more 
_—_ apo oth en en. f 


| conſpicuous; Exery reader ere Fj ay — 

perſecution and intolerant zeal have ever pre- 
VLailed in thoſe kingdoms - with the en 
ment ** ee Ide reformed churches, 


anity. A few leaders of Ar Parey were the 
only ſacrifices yhich — — excited 
Wenne or | 
tions to which leſs 0 5 | | 
on che continen 3 aud among Fer 

wh! who were in general u e 
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dhe ſpirit bf Hur religiol, comme * nt, 
a s, the pen oY 


mt Jeidtions © - 

448 my 25 p 165 * other i i vigil, 
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8 Judge, 8 
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m o decide epic onthe dubject. — 
nteſtible have endeavoured to 
* vou. ee thoſe who' have lei- 
— nps enter into the inferenees 
1 our men judge dene 
Aden exam 
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We bare nom taken a large | 
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pauſe « ide ME we —— it co a 5 
the objects een 


. a by . repreſent 
religion unfit to bear inveſtigation, and ad- 


apted to vulgar unde erſtandings only. It i 18 
2 chis rm perm; as: we 1 ſee afterwards, 


1 


this view, esch uu of letters is 
mentioned eee been fatal to the intereſt, : 
of this religi For RY ach- 


enorance, are add bytes adverſaries wo. have 

| e ſenſible of t eir error, as ſoon as they -- 
were able'ro hin EE: 
C ae _ e 1 LE 


cle Kar I have eur: it in its | : 
utmoſt extent. The laſt part of this obj „ 
reſpects the time when Dee is ſaid to hate OD 


an inquiry into 'the general er evidence of reve. 
lation,” Theſe eireu amſtances 1 bare endes 


point of view —— ſd! 
. ee bare , 
E . e 44. ö e 10 „ 5 . 9 | 

| . 


Abe ni dee former pare had the objec- 
and inirurions that an bend 
particularly neceſſary. For Chriſtianity, as 
being the — the vulgar, is placed 

ſurely in the moſt unfavourable light. And 
at Den ſoever philoſophers may enter» 
:oncerning it, yet pretenders to chis de- 
— who are more numerous than the 
former, will reject a A _ eue 
men Helitation, - e 15596 T4467 

C Kein, nies: r Ait 
eb remaving- this 4 
of modern infidelity, I have ſelected the ge- 

deal objects upon which an intelligent. in- 
_ quirer into this ſubject will place his atten- 
tion principally, Having thus paved che 
way to the principal point; I have attempted 
to evince the univerſality, as well as rhe im- 
portant nature, of effects that have ariſen from 
Chriſtianity,” by the two fallowing methods. 
The firſt is, eee of ſome eſſential 
parts of the Ch heme with the plans 
and opinions of Pan philoſophers on the 
ſame dees. The reader nen 
| evidence 1s brought from writers on. 5 


ae In following: ant; ben ln 1 
proof, I have conſidered Chriſt 
mean employed to enlighten che 
ing. to een n conduct, and to improve 


er that nnd 4 eſſential eino- 


lument from this religion in-thoſe capirab cin - 


cumſtances, its excellence and utility. un 
be evident beyond queſtion. In 
will be clear, chat Chriſtianity: muſt redeins 


benefit from an inquiry conduſted upon ſei- 
entifical principles, and that the influence af 
true ſcience | 18 moſt general and conſpi Kenan 
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young readers, have 
in their Arat- 
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nale hea from the neglect of juſt and 
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ſtery, while they impreſe e in ane 
| mens wg abe fail at laſt of producing chat 
permanent convic kion of which arguments 
or: cs f lic ing-exch or avis | 3 


poſit ——— out 
theſe thoughts in the preſent caſe, as an apo- 
| logy to thoſe of my readers who 2 the: 
WV a II Of irite i 
treat v the abject wick a pr dion which 
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Of the ee ninfdelity, hel ww. 
of imitation is one, of the moſt g 1 effi- 
cacy. That its influence in accompliſhing 
chis end may be aſcertained more accurately, 
1 ſhall make ſome femarks on the power and 
univerſality of this youre principle, conſidered 
as a rule of action. From this examination, 
the manner in which it operates to the pre- 
judice of revealed e will be by & - 
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n glare eee ch amis . | 
tator of his en ce. 8 


on account of . | : ms are e ten jou 
ginary ge which cannot fully bettet de 


— 2 „ 


rior order of men 3 them ü 
ſame attention which a painter employs in 

1 5 copying an original. Neither is this Sire to 
imitate, confined. wholly to the above men- 
tioned. circumſtances. /. Obſerve. mani at- 
tentively. Yo 


and that en * ech 
being h into the claſſes hat 


of eee The bete 4 
rian, the poet the Aa "A 
reverence. the great maſter 
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; profſſont whatever they may ſay of ons 


bor rer de dere able to ch e | 


even in the rdinary cevdpaticns br 
£ 2 che latter to be aſſiilated to the 


dener bach produeed effekte chte the thoſt 


irer cannot full t ke re. 
ä ee n parent 069119908 t 
ras; 75 2 '1 26-4 clenigno' nn gnã- 9 
We "OR not e "tht ie ho Ratids, 
loweſt in this great ſcale, aſcending from che 
minen to the moôſt exalted minds; feleQs 
always the riöft Thultleſs model in his o¹ 
| particular line, as chat by Which he is to 
frame hie charger. He makes Choice per. 
aps ar firſt of à copy whiekt it is left diff. 
: cult to imirare. Of, having | placed his thought 
ſeesauy upon one Ghjert; hie fides infer 
into Wirren; enk receiving 


p nn " 


this practice always with d-fien. The native 
ride of the human heart prevents the man 


25 fon, becauſe theſs' ne 0 


bs — Pur rt enfit 
Habit in che mean time ingrakis ni 
| fimilarity of münbere re 


ing to eſtabliſh at rhe ſame time a oorreſpond - 
ing ſimilitude of unde! 8, he' copies, 
along with ſome expreſſive fearures of his 
original, its imperfections and 'blemiſhes. 
And he becomes ſingularly an object of ridi- 
eule, by having theſe, without the excel- 
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the firſt inſtance, ſuperadded to his own. 


ments, or the a dien ef Becher Ks fille 5 
even from an che 1 he is Z 
will Goa | dope dne aue of ſuch « pers 
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lencies by. which they are compenſated in 
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Ong remarks on this is ſubject 1 not to 
hv conſidered as reſpecting thoſe men only, 
who. are 33 to others in mental or in 
external endowments. Its power and efficacy 
are in fact ſo great, as that they have over- 
come the efforts even of the moſt diſcerning 
e eee eee eee 


| cnetraung eee eee 
end it difficult to e his judgment un- 
| biaſſed My his aſtrem af ang een <4 | 


or vena . we conceive a a fav Ir 


able prepoſſeſſion of theſe that is irrational, 
in. conſequence. of having adopted a — | 
opinion that may be well founded. We frame 
therefore a wrong judgment, wichen, Pert 
ving our miſtake, by indi lity 
wherein reaſon has not been a ug 
tuin adventitious circumſtances, of which me. 
do not perceive the effects, concur 1 in preyent-. 
ing us from. judging equitably in ſuch, cir- 
cumſtances. Of this kind are, a certain con- 
fident-mode of affirmation, the readineſs and 
elocuti on of the . his 0 know- 
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Are theſe he le causes that 
_ this defire? By no means. The ſubject of 
debate enters likewiſe into your conſideration - 
at ſome times; and contributes powerfully, 
although' not always from juſt principles to 
excite this propenſion. Let us ſuppoſe, that 


penn atrentive to che 2 ech 


your nor Ni nd iu ef 8 two 
whoſe ſentiments are apparently” enlarged, 
and whoſe deſcriptions are ſplendid and de- 
corated? And are you not ready to receive 
both as being well founded, without enter⸗ 
ing into too nice an examination of evidence? 
From a partiality thus acquired, the ſtep is 

eaſy to imitation. So ſoon as attachment 1 is 
added to eſteem, he in whom both concen- 
trate, is the model to which you wiſh to be 
conformed. In this caſe, your love of im. 


tation takes a direction which yarious mo- 


tives concur 1n preſcribing to it, and your 
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men whom ente equally, are en- 
gaged i in diſputation. You become then Par- 5 
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eſtimation of » character is heightened by ; 
_ circumſtances which ought c have en = 
an oppoſite effect. Z 


Our obſervations on the great principle 
4 of imitation have not regarded it according 
to the Ariſtotelian theory, as the parent of 
arts that derive from it the deſignation imita- 
tive . We haye conſidered it ab a leading 
motive by which conduct is influenced, 
And we now proceed 1 in following out theſe 
- remarks, to view this propenſity when im- 
properly directed, as having been employed 
ſucceſsfully to promote the cauſe of infideli. 
ty. In this point of view, we muſt conſider 
the ſubject as being of peculiar and principal 
importance. For, with whatever ſeeming 
indifference the mind may contemplate the 
objects which our religion holds up to it, 
yet theſe cannot be of real inefficacy in its 
eſtimation. The exiſtence and perfections of a 
Being under whom we feel ourſelves to be de- 
pendent, our horror of annihilation, which is 
not removed by the diſquiſition of philoſo- 
phy; our anxious and rational i once: to 


* APIZTOT, man. *. "if 


or IMITATION. 


be acquainted with che rewards of virtuous 
conduct; its. nature, excellence, extent, and 5 
duration; thoſe are ſubjects of which each 


comes wn to mens Butt gal⸗ and eee 
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That "the Jackman of men ſhould 5 war- 
ped and miſled in its eſtimation of ſuch evir 
dence, by circ umſtances which are in them- 
ſelves frivolous, is a fact that does no honour 
to the human intellect. Our preſent buſineſs 
however is to confirm it by enumerating 
effects, which our remarks on the love of 
ümitation will « evince to be fared from: . 
original. 5 45 #1146 


It is FT from N hacks heed 611 on 
this ſubject, that the propenſity to copy the 
manners of men whom we eſteem, and the 
deſire of adopting their opinions, are effects 
that in many inſtances have the ſame com- 
mon origin. Keeping this point therefore in 
view, in the application of our theory to re- 
hgious queſtions, we will be enabled to dif 

cern the means * which this powerful pro- 


penfity 


1 o THE Love 


penſity is rendeted prejudicial, and the en 
tent of its efficacy. For, it muſt be evident, 
that the ſame ſpecious arts by which the opi- 
nions of men are influenced, and their con- 
duct directed in other caſes, will be ſucceſs- 
ful likewiſe in the preſent. We have proved, = 
by an appeal to ſenſe, that in common caſes | 
young perſons particularly, are prepoſſeſſed in 
favour of him whoſe views are ſeemingly 
gf wer . and whoſe promiſes or deſcriprions 
are ſpecious and attractive. When from 
| ſuch caſes, therefore, we come to conſider 
laws or rules of conduct, it is. plain, that he 
will be favoured moſt highly, by whoſe 
| ſcheme paſſion and appetite are laid under 
the feweſt reftraints. An unlimited indul- 
gence of ſenſual gratification, opens ſo fair a 


proſpet of preſent happineſs to the eye of 
Inexperience, that nothing but the approba- 
tion of reaſon is wanting, that it may be c car- 


ried effectually i into execution. 85 1 


In oppoſition to the moral precept of he | 
goſpel, it will be acknowledged, that its ad- 
verſaries had here an opportunity of incul- 
cating principles of which the effect is uni- 
w "0 what | manner then have they 
N | availed 
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WT” themſelves of thoſe ese as 
to rd he 1mitative propenſity unfavours 
able to the religious principle in general, and 
more immediately to the tenets of Chriſtia- 
nity ? The cauſes that contribute to this end, | 
are principally the following. 1. The enlar- 
ged and eaſy notions which certain philoſo- 
phers entertain of important: ſubject v ©ppos- 
ſed to the ſeemingly aarro. „gloomy, and 
ſuperſtitious views and practice of cheir ad- 
verſaries. 2. Their profeſſed contempt of 
credulity, and their boaſt of bringing every 
propoſition to the teſt of philoſophical „ a. 
dence. 3. Their occupations; in life which 5 
dienominate them men of the world who. 3 
think for themſelves, contraſted: with the cir- 
cumſtances and views of their profeſſianal 
| antagoniſts, | 4. Certain bold affirmations: 
being in the right, which impoſe upon- thoſs 15 
men whom inatrention, prejudice, or weak 
neſs, diſqualify to enter much into the queſ- 
tion. By the concurrence of thoſe” eauſes, 
the freethinkers of the preſent, and of for- 
mer ages, have gained an eſtimation to which — 
the prevalence of their opinions 1 is In A A gepat y 
mens owing: | | 
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pire aſeribes the progreſs of Chriſtianity, 
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 naſtic auſterities in ſucceſſion to the blandiſh- 
PRE „ \ » „ ments 


* 4 * 


o 
- 
1 . 
. 


Un 10 2j il to ant key 
1 1g Attract Be gs ans SF 1: 454k en 


at 


* 


„ 
* 


vocate of Foun meraltiy{xagicctouadoctias | 
| ble cha enn religion, ſuoſe authors 
at od ane time . 
I ir hall i; 


| 3 m. Mabsiiäeet Ae 


26/of chin morality; ir- Wil hu. neceffar; 


to; detec And to rectify hid; miſappreheii- 
| thin? deal wt od a Dνuuĩ 10 d 
f 1127930 t Fe 7 i N 72 619711 1 pe 104 15 vdo Wo 


ft aue ien, truth that / The-. r 

riderec in e were che 

appeared in the ori . b Oaks eo 

« which ah ancient — 

* ſtantly inſiſt! in their writings againſt the 
ens, men apologies, os the 


5 N . 


N . 


*| þ 


3 


* 


Ul 


SC 15 Vl hy : 


"2 


* 


O ann 0 


Aten chang th 1 
4 lives —— of thoſe who, embraced 
. aniry .“ On this ſubject it is leſs. 
tens author 
himiſelf is profuſe of teſtimonies, amo 98 
which that of Pliny is one of the mioſt re- 
markable. We acknowledge farther, with 
Mr G. that this purity of manners in the 
profeſſors of a new religion is one of the 
beſt characters by which itiican be recom- 
mended; and may be juſtly aſſigned as 
cauſe of its progreis. Had this gentleman 
therefore adhered ftriftly:to/the preſent vie 
of his ſubjecti every friend of religion would 
1— 5 ſentiments, N 

15 = of inauſpicious import, for ſuch wighis . 
8 out doube | is the phraſe aufere in its preſent 
And as ae au chis term 


— 


— 


3 


- — 0 
e ee ih Ee — — Grape ev.  < AW A - 


— 


5 examples KAN as Practice of aw 
Rerities as having forwarded the pr opaga 
en : * Irigy Mach 24 ity 4] uid w 8 


. 151 3 , 73 
7 1 1 1 1 = 4 
343 TY a 0 13 5 HE T 387 43 Tf 7 11 ; f 15 : 30 LETS 4 1 1 ; 47 81 


| vu eren, Wan dog 557. 


3 


FW rated as a defect. A ſtate of celibacy was 


To FnzE SpxTIENT, =. 


be reſolved{focurtliib: Race, ofichivmurtti;-By 
what teſts are we to [Judge ende r 


ed ty in he 
advancement of their alight old wah | 80 15 
Nur wy in anſwer to both queſtions, a Ab 
epi 63007 26 een een 41 71 4 
a Chriſtians of tho firſt ages he in- 
fork us, that a firſt marriage was de 
clared unanimouſly to b be adequate wann 
ee of nature ae; ſociety. The 
practice of ſerond nuptials was branded; he 
tells us, with che name of legal adultery, 8 
PDeſire among the firſt Chriſtians was im- 
„ puted as a crime, and marriage was tole- 


_ 4. the neareſt approach to the divine perfec- 
tion.“ Again. Their, che Chriſtians, 
4 gloomy looks, and auftert aſpect, their ab- 
„ berrence ef the common buſineſs and plea- 

„ faxes of life, yy their Leue eres 
4 gans with the approhenfion of ford tun | 
Y which would ariſe from the new ſect, the 
more alarming as it was the more obſcure.” 
Our e en his horrible picture of 
οον ye 22 155 e 


— 


* 23 e * 
">< 01 — * Cl N . — 4 . ho r 
2 a7 4 * rr I N 2 
— P I Ben , ,—⏑—̃— . ]ꝗ cw ̃ M TIRE TT err ere - 


fitudes' were ſo irreſiſt. y captivated, by ad- 
008 as che ant keighteaing of his pencil, that 
ie Chriſtians, like 
eee f mee 
. by porercy and! Ignorance | Nu 


3 Gn | EY: 12 6 {+ £5 4 77 FP; #47 "1 Ms 2 


1 is 7 not our buſineſs at e to inquir 


2 8 
* 
| ted 


and t 


4 


"auſtere to p87 fearures of his . 
as 1 1 placd-before _ The reader 75 
nounces, e, tharths cominued interpo IN of 
biking a church framed by theſe laws, and 
| "have been wrought » to. 


88 


thre a man wo 


+ | i 9 IE 23 
1 +1 1 r . 7 5 * * 0 T2 #: 35 4 PO F *; * 3 | 4 5-4 +; EA Z 2 S #} 
L160 7 rt 5 ' a7; l rtr e 


W cu 1. 57. e. » e 40 
811 +. $2 | 1 looks, 


ictions f impending cats 
mities; prohibcian of mene of 


means of 14 
4 that theſe cir um! 
e on which den ane azendans} 


4 » \ 
4 1 6 FO 


1 eee e, ous niert9 


But, grantin che e ſe to 1 AY 
G——. repreſents, it, the. reader's attentio 
will be called to the ſecond. N B 
4 will aſk, di dig the. practice of 


| enjoyments. char render life + comfortable was 
compenſated, in his t x ſingle 


1 


7 
ö 


— — — 


—— plat 


= 
aniline eee heh" Pardon 


vine nature and perfec 
this kind, therefore, bak once eſtabliſhed; 
it is obvious that he who pe 


——ů — * 


— = - _—_— . — ͤ ——— 1 —_ — TIS _— — _ 
«- DJ rea ; b : Ri * NE : — — 
> & 2 5 — 2 — — — — * 
— TPP 


* 


1 


eren 5 


be aer rat's Nas gee kite jon, 1 
thall + werder rern erte the reader, 


44 1 4 OY £1 iP 2 7 ; wo 1 5 p 1 


- Hiſtory, edtendeſer the KG the bodies 


and weaknefles, as well as the virtues of men, 8 


re clearly reflected, exhibits, no dou 
amples of religious extra vagancies 
im — . en th er ONO! ls * 
Petey u de a W 
certain auſterities, without conſidering how _ 
greatly this idea tends to "depreciate the di- 
erfeRions.” A principle of 


everes moſt 
ſteadily in the exerciſe bf religious diſcipline; | 
and who overcomes the temptations by which. 

his courſe might be obſtrued, is moſt im- 


F mediately the object of vulgar admiration. 5 
Magnanimity ' and fortitude, virtues that 


powerfully excite the deſire of imitation, , are ; 
aſcribed to the rigid diſci 7 linarian. 8 
while Tore” e captivated. ** 


3 | 2 


£15:5 17% 


attention wherewith) thoſe virtues are co 

N Ie is in this proceſs of ion 
that we ſhall [Dell che e Zankilab nam” 
knowledged fact, That perſecution, contrarx 
to the views of its abettors, has contribu 

in all ages to increaſe che ſect or parry-which 
it has been employed to extermi 


es are con- 


* 


-CLL 


The mind is cilpoled. —— teat 
theſe, in ien WN 


ed: On e ery ſhall endes 
vour to „pte de truth of the two following | 
obſervations. The firſt is, that, whatever & 
ect we may aſcribe to che practice of auſtere 
morals, their influence muſt be confined 

the ſedts or n of an a flabliſhed 


r # - 


25 VV en 


$ or-univerſal. 1.2 8 9/5 Prot A 1s} 1}. 537 
Mis 1% ou 1575 L754 i664 - Jt neu 


e —̃ — 


- 


| ſentiments, of bee and — — 1 
general laws and inſticutions will remain un- 
17 „The xeaſon is obvious. © Wie are 
5 * acquainted” they will ſax. with che pri 
-; ciples. of this religion. We ate ſatisfied that 
2,ir-enjoins che p iet ee ths 


- 
F 
2 


. 


* * 
* 
f er 24 8 
ATT ISS +5 a 
* 
* 
_ . 
% 
* 
; — 
1 
* s ; 
* . 
. 
— 
( j | 


« matter, and our conduct as as 
* 16, are PETE: the ſame,” 


F199 T2 a. = # - 321 9 Abtes 9 * 21535 Je 
Aſter this manner v en ſo 
adhere-to dodrines, which chey have 


— nd notions 
en who Ge e ene, == 
rheir place rigorous ini unẽtions, and tolmpreſs = 
conviction by abthority, would very effec- 
tually defeat che purpoſe which he rhight de- 
fire to accompliſh/'' And if we ſhould eicher 

B » 515 treut 


4 


Winde con- 
d ace his pln with indig- 


; ſorkted: bye iſbn ade 
matble: 1 ae We muſ 
; n inſhore denn 


5 — — —.— SA 
5 were wholly unac ted. In one word, 
we mug believe; cicher that human nature 


ay Soong ar fs eceedit 
the ſcheme of: _ (3+ ” —. 
2 of this i „ opp 


15 4 . 7 


a . 
4 „ Js * * 4 
1 1 27 4 Fy 
1 WE 1 Z : - 
l 4 A « 8 a 59 81 


we have Gabba — 10 er 
n „ With, this view we may remark, 
that the polite and witty author of the Cha- 
tacteriſties entertains notions on this ſubject 
that are oppoſite 3 in every circumſtance: to the 
gloomy” ideas of our author. Whatever 
ambitious ſpirit,” ſays the noble author, 
may inſpire a religious ere whatever 
* ſavage zeal or perſecuting principle may 
lie in reſerve, ready to diſcloſe ſelf Wm 
— vhthbblcy ape ie den obtained, the 
"ft ſcene of doctrine however fails not to 
preſent us with the agreeable views 7 oy, 
« love, mee lngſe, | gentleneſs, | and © moderation.” 
Thy this, my Lord? “ Becauſe,” he replies, 


85 "the affection and love which procures a 
B b * tue 


— 3 11491 4 age 


is: then _ "anche: eee 1 tha 
| fame cauſe, propoſe to effectuate one pur- 
poſe by means betwixt which there is invin- 
eible repugnance. They differ toto carlo in 
er, account el ces carve; fact; and of. 
Thus far ert has cdl uthor q 
be in the right, chat che founder of a new 
religion ought, in ordinary caſes, to preſent 
the fair and attractive fide of his ' ſcheme. to 
mankind at his firſt ſetting out; becauſe he 
will find it neceſſary to fix.their attention by | 
| Guperadding the charm af pleaſure to the al- 
lurement of novelty.” COMMON SENSE 
will . both to this rl 
6 artificatian 
fiſt inflance. Such-dodwined, ie will inform 
him, will tend to frighten and repel the mul - 
citude in Sri es, who will not enter jm: 


256 
N A , * 3 a MES 2 
» 2 ä 
E , 88 M Y Wo 4 


ro Faen SynTIMENT. Op 


To this SENSE therefore the ſchetne of Mr 
G—, who aſſigns the aboye mentioned }nown 
evils as cauſes of the propagation of Chriſta» | 
_ nity, appears to be repugnant... But While 
we find this writer's concluſion to be inade- 
quate, let us acknowledge that many of the 

facts which he relates are inconteſtable. It 
has bean . 


n and che Wee ee of their 3 | 
properly underſtood, . would have taught 
chem to reject. The firſt ſrene of doctrine, 
therefore, did not preſent agreeable views.of 
Joy, moderation, and meekneſs, according to 
the noble author's account of the matter. 
On the contrary, it opened, with a diſplay, of | 
objects that are the moſt unfavourable to 
ſenſual gratification, and With views You! 
pleaſizrg l. Gi to Pg 1425 N 


. 50052 


* {4 Wt", 


Feen theſe ls itis 3 ſat 
ficiently obvious, chat the ſchemes above = 
2 alchough ppb; to: eich othe , 


cauſe it contains a falſe repreſentation 
facts: And the former; becauſe, admi 


the facts to be well founded, the effects A. 


conn: 20 wurpped are e abfurd and incredible * 
{81.353 75 FAX 1, 24 24887 32 


as is no eee ee ee aa 8 
the ſormer ſpeaks, of, the. Author. of our religion, and 
the latter of his ſucceſſors, But this objection , will va- 
.niſh when we reflect that by the words '« firſt ſcene” | 


the noble writer clearly underſtands all that paſſed,” or 
ought to have paſſed before eee e e 


that 
as obtained.“ Mr. g pretends likewiſe to 
ſpecify the means by which theſe great purpoſes were 
accompliſhed, It is therefore obvious, that the joy, mo- 
deration, and meekneſs of the one conſidered as means 


of acquiring power and authority, | ſtand directly in op- 


auſtere deportment by which " fame * were effectu- 
| ated MON Ers other. e 


poſition to the gloomy looks, coniracted, views, . and 


. 


- 


I 


4 


ro Fats SENTIMENT. | 


* 
s 2 | 
a. 4 


4 


if 


OI 127 7 200 l MER oe int 


12112 2117 Inis 


: | Withau Ee FS Alot proofs 'of this 


fa in the records of e WOE 
confirmed by abundant evi 
ſtory of this nation ae che 
2 ce of 


ever exhibited. on the theatre of the wor! 
e Us times Rand the. commonwealch 


diately preoted i i is as much an uſeleſs 


an it Wremw⸗ 02 20 endl 


cinics,tobeomicrodin the work of any bet. 


5 i 


b 


concl ude PR 


| 9 of life, as ere 
_ 83 offociery. Sometimes we ſee 


| quened defer; and ſometimes we obſerve 


wodiſtard” in their official 
dy oe 2 igic 935 * maya; th ano{tle enters 


en ms ks 


upon — intel —— 
of London were diverted. On another ocea- 
bon, our attention i CO eee, 
ning char hey had caught the fyirit- of the 
warriors and prophets of the Old Teſtarnevt. | 
Theſe are a few among ane 
thoſe wretched times preſenc to be . 


bee 777 394 55 % m0 H Hier 1549 
10% 26 coco 597 517 oP, Eh 64 


. was the end of allthis: extravar 
| gancs'? It was the frolic of à day; too vari- 
king indeed tobe paſſed over wich- 
F — iporrioleaeio:bemabootnpe 

any permanent effects. The devour- 
ing irn of ene, ſwallowed 6 


A 
* 
438 


ely 


5 — the emiſpheitz unk ar ede 
livion. Among all thoſe each; che | 
2 denominated Si are the e 


\ 


ed tlie multituda Afid bee nr t 
preſent che leaſt reãſon vo believe that it Will 
abe een „„ 
1 {23591 ln 0 2 40 2 Aus Horte qt. 1 
„ Wikibeonebatiaal eeſulrs 
rations?) This Furey. may infer, ha i os 
* af eſtabliſhs: diveliion; Fails 00 — : 
preſs the Cbriſtiun multitudes, and th produce | 
ſteady. imitation, there-is/mutch- leſs r 
to believe; that the Pagan multituder could 
have been induced to ſaerifioe all the pleas 
ſures of life, to the practice of ſimilar 
rities, in imitation of „eee 
been taught to hate and deſpiſe, and m cum - 
plaiſance to a religion known. only by che ri» | . 


1 Vs 75 gour 


> \ l - = | N 5 Y o = 
: CRE LED — 2 « Song, mb > 0 
rat 8 * b ik - "_ 8 
* — — 3K — I * , — * * — m — "IN" * 2 
— 7 f 7 8 7 "Bu a D - — 2 . * nne outer — 
7 5 es . N 3 7 
e ˙¹·mw —éènñm̃²˙·.;n , Ye TO ne > - — _ — 2 nc = — * . 
* 


Pg 


20 oO Parrznsione * 
Sour ofits laws, the ſeverity of ns diſpline, | 


Ry Lees 7411 71 13 17 Ry 3 v + * FLAME ot 2. VT 


Upon che eee. 
4 remarks an che ſcheme of Nn G. and on 


3 — in a fixed, Mmuſt) on 
verhiye of an infant ſociety: 3. That the in- 
e author of che Chriſtian religion, pub- 
to the world; and 
ans heightened every 
eircumſtance, by a conduct the 
I to: be imitated. From the 


% 


ty 1 a aber, en, in hs DG n 
produceth a ſtrong argument, that no natu- 
ral cauſe was equal to the production of this 3 
great effect; and that ſupernatural nergy 90 
was actually employed with this purpoſe. 
His arguments therefore in this caſe, as in a 
former aner tend to —— * e 95 
vert : ch proolitionw which he Ay re adduced, © 
to cone 1 We t oily nf, 
e en nt gc; | 
1 thallcanchude this tion by obſe beak "BA 
* amen ſehen: of Mr ” 


philoſophy, ORR WS Wn Ee eee ; 
This purpoſe is —— that vrhageter: are, . ; 


der a bad 75 mes yer e plans, FA 
when cloſely inveſtigated; will de found ef- 
ſentially defective. In the purſuit of one 
end, and even in che inveſtigation of one 
fact, I have endeavoured in the preſent ſec- 
tion t to Prove, chat thi oſe are not incon- 


orien Uh a. {A ou I 1 — n 


8 — render themſelves ee! of 
imitation; contempt of credulity dad uf a 
dulous men-is one 2 moſt eſſectual. At 
tention to the nature of this charge will dif. 
cover who oe _—_ of 1 its een, in the ard 


1 'F 


— finds in as k me : 
chat ee its ewe and chan excites its 
objefs which, Darkle before the eye of in ima» 
833 — al this claſs are 


prop den nſity 0 er this courſe 
Increaſed. by diſcovering,; that 
need with. g 


But 


| with bcentious indulgence. 


conſider; 46 the 4 ſeQtian, / the 
| widely different. Theieffect of this peach · 
ment is by no means to be traced — 
mann the £ irvolous _ the dilbpated.; They 
men, Ky" —— aber 
attacks, yet ſubmit wth een to the 
imputation of eredulity. Th 
that of folly, are: of — — import N 
general eſtimation. n 
that be +9. whom. the former, eſignation 
applied with propriet nine aſtances 
EG e knen. rod 4: 2803biva 
rt Soni is Ai ao. 
| © Appriſed ofall the advantages which they 
colin? age; . wir oP ee . 
| vince, with greater energy, and have recourſe EOS, 
to it nn than, 40 mam in 


On chis ſudjeck che Gollenwing e 5 
to be examined ; a ſatisfactory diſcuſſion of 
which will diveſt the preſent eauſe of inde--ꝛ 

delity at leaſt of ſome part of its energy. 

2 ww bn — —— Se 


S — 


ä 1 — 
. ks 2 "ooo — — 
= i \ _ 9 


-— +, Ie TSB va. ABS 


3 
att = Wm > +> 


"4 


— th er of their religion 2 
| And what idea Sage: we i korn of that 


o we Folie che e following 


I 
3 0 


of evidence, as being either defe 
Plete. Ir is OE eee GS 


is more gr A e 


effect. Let us mow an 
4 cos); HI 7 F e f * pro: It 1, 77% 
ou been often told, t chat one of your 
friends} of whom you think favourably, i is a 

2 a ftories of a certain 


without any proper examination 
or "O0M-" 


| egen. And | chers f is not at 


F 


u hold w 


* 4 7 


4 | third: en enters who, idem a 


. ig ; ſupported: —— mug 
letter ne age man who: was actually! 3 
in the «general rout. ' He or chr ch army 


5 N. 1 


— —„- 1 . 
* 3 _= SE _XRERXX 1 
. I an DS ie ot, SHE et; rs 2 ar. <1 


| 0: or cer cia 


were not — 1 ts. 
_ tified; chat the wylver uf this letter is 4 man = 
of honouy/andeFretucity; > Wit Judgment 
F $1of. acid n 5 


11 $1089 $73, qu hfo no aaommghn; ludy 


de che is dificule of belief fe 


« 1 — eee ee 5 
9 chat 1 en — affair to have 
1 | 4 3 itt! You mens 


don the known charager of you; be 


wo? in che actibn- But: eee theſe 
| objections, by ſaying,” © * tha: man wer 


22 | "Ol 66 be 
* 3 | , 5 : 


« and oo Sen 
* able confuſion, In the caſe before Us, the. 


2. : 
_ - 
oY 2 
2 T's i 
' 


=D — 8 — . 
* g CONES — 
„ » 
= a 


— 
* 


2 = > Bl 2 6 * - 


nm —ů—— 
2 nieuwe objee 


. ht ad x the, er ent; p46 
lt n 22 N * 11 


FS 7 


\ | ## T » 
"FL, . * 


«SOLES LOW 8 8 


228 


1711 


: K 
5 b 
4 * 
\ "oy 
1 a 
4 
1 
SS © 
ill .!} 
| 5; 
g 
1 
* 
on l by 
—_ 
KF #4 
. 
= 0 Z 
= 
n 
* 
7 
# 
1 
4 
CTY * 
# 
—_— 
77 
# 
_—_ 
- 
= 
=_ 
* 
F 27 
+S {| 
9 
3 I 
T3 * 
i «% 
—_ = 
1 
a - wy 
E 10 
91 1 
5 
17 5 


ow . — 
C 


— 


— 


nor ect blen bud dis 


= — ache = the whid 


716 4 4 7 * 
7 # 4 * x ” 27 * A 47 

4 + 1 4 2 

2 w” 4 * 
£ ö 6. ; * 2 

9 c + - q 4, 4 F 1 4 k N 3 g 0 : 3 

þ 1 4 
7 a 7 a 
+ 4+ k . 


ame By no means. What che former de- 
Hominates a Gn e che latter will 


— eee 1 i Ard on 


„ ll (91409 Mor 26 Tres + ns eri WE hls 


| red-of having; earned bis lief to the e: 
erg he will mot anbei che general F 


ed it will be, palliared:by the ae! 9 
HE: beſt ade; and the know 
1 Hot 98% &H lh wol T0 - 


. 2 # is 22 # 4 A. 
2 7, 9 1 iA. ö 
5 | 


* 
10 
2 
> 21 


* 


i 3 


are 1 in che general Acce tatio 
term credulity, yet there. are. few epithets of - 


= 
[os 
5 
|. 
i = 
19 
3 
= 

= © 

. fe 
3 

ka 

25 

3 

o 

7 

* 

L 

” 

bp 

* 


| folling\in-public rheir-balles: 
22 the euch of which they 4% 


ere acquire bree and wvallity fem em 
_ whenfion : oro imo mms "theſe rr 


8 ==} ; the eh. 


of view that are the 1 moſt 
| ion 3 takes that Ge in te gne 


226. — anni edge 9th 


rar 


10 n l e 19 (99% 1202 wilubere 


0 heme and to Point out ith 


bay fe MF | "x 1 1 By 
vation - 5 35 16h 117 1 "Tore Fear 


Aertz rob 10 Bei N 2108812 20 
Men of che world, as are called diſ- 


ime me —— 7 — 


ſophy fall within their, planz an 
ment of theſe 
happens, that men who, have. 
r inclination to weigh evidence on bath 
of a queſtion, yet profeſs to be incredu, 
tous in points which the lovrer 


men believe to be true, becauſe this declira- 


, 


* 
/ 

: 
} 

- ; 
- 

* 
1 


4 
4 
1 
P 
N 
* 
1 
* 
o 


* 


MM, 


lag rp dra Nod; 23 15 TOW "ads; Jo 42 


* : 
4 "SIE _. 
1 2 


eſtab the rarh of whole 7 e 
7 irrefräguble arguments Which e 
ion te every ocker wind This ian 
ne caſes He anne give ere c 


" 


It 5 | © EEE 5s L | 4 
Boh 26142 2 (21572 5d.07 volle 


41011 |; 2 9 „ — 


9 
F 
* 
1 
, 
Ls 
* 
2 — 
s - 
% 
7 ö 


* _ bar MOUTH 20 αẽKe 105 . 24 51 gas 


dune todd — — 


poſition or fact is believed in common wei 


many others by men whom he 


eredulous and filly people. :Incthe: writifigs 


likewiſe of certain philoſophers the notable 
i maxim mee, ako Tor GO : 

pete eaſes dee 
| * e imil 


11 85 £4. 'Jry tick DE 50 f Lo 9279 ft, 


. cele 8 

vours to diſprove the exiſtence of a Det, Vins 10 t 

| Deift. Writ. vol. 2. p. 29. This propoſition is dire@ly 

| 15 down and maintained, as the ſame able caſuiſt * 
rves, by the author gf Chrifti wag ak RON on ar 


bee Vol. eee voto I e 5 „ 


995 8 Go 5 111 Gt 044519 6 ni en 


The reader 8 find abundane W ot 3 * : 

truth of this remar 42 2 of the whole rribs 

of infidel writers. ak Bo | 2211 141 + 
E e | charaQter 


' 


} 


4 ing hathe paſſech for a a man 0 een 
owe much mare chan he chuſeth 


. 1 

9 5 2 and * N 

: '# f 9 5 A 25 " f 3 
Veliefc:ommon nt Lovoited at's 
e ngen 5 Ft "SOLE. N 


users in We early: Aan of H. "On 
this branch of our ſubject, as being of prin- 
| 3 t y er neceſſary that we er- 


515 1 ii e, r 
5 447) 21 1e A V4 £447 3 | as „ $4 WV Js „ 
* . J ; 4 


F 


We may obſerve with truth of mankind 
in n general, that their Nn ſentiments 
are regulated in a great meaſure, during the 
whole courſe of their lives, by the firſt no- 


tions of this great 1 which are impreſ- 


: 
0 8 y 
% * * N 


who is «entruſted wich be 


important charge f 
| Ather che beſt or tho-worſd esa, | 
whom he i 2 to: nſtry 


+ point is concerned, td 


03 . 22 ho LL, 36 OT \ 
MAG 22608 465.77 (ORAL erg - ARG. 


diy the 


* * 
627 £ * 


reaſon rejects. as ee che enen of 
truth Two ingredients appear from our 
account of this: Principle to conftiture i ir par- 
ticularly. Paſſions, 

weak or milguided an K 
hemence of the former is 


#* 


extreme. to which the mind 16 Tae 


1 by. 10 implicit aba 


* 


beak Or ruf Cu 3 


ite members adopt 


— — ee rosen, k 
de of religious. inquiry, as being hat 
wherein its effects are onal an 
evince, chat, in che preſent . 


Nas it is is bis nos te and 15005 2urpoſe 
[Var 


1 


tric ically oppoſite. 


3 


whoſe Fabry ſth 


* 
* * 


may = lira, —4 


urmoſt pe 


* 


* x * 'S * - 2 
. Tl to ee ee eee 


* 


11 8 firſt ende 2ealwill prompt as rotary 


o tincture e mind which he propoſe 
nſtruct with theſe narrom views, and with. 
thoſe abſurd prejudices, which predominat 
in his own. With chis end Be will abalk our 
to his pupil a parucular line of enqui 
which he will preſeribe an inflexible png 
rence, He will attempt likewiſe-to--impreſs 
certain notions upon Fo memory, which-a 
young man of diſcernment; will receive per- 
haps at firſt as the beſt that are offered, not 
without fame heſitation But let us mark 
the conſequence of this procedure. The two 
extremes of bigotted attachment to certain 
opinions of a ſubject, aud an abiolute rejec- 
tion of it, run more readily into each other 
than e may be apt at firſt yiew to conceive, 
Releaſed from a ſtate of intellectual ſubies · 
tion, the man diſcovers at the fame time 
that bis firſt notions havg bern built upan 8 
bebe n 2 . 


wr F - .F2 „ Sas RM 5 
ths ume, obs SOD 41590 gh Herr «bad wing 


* 


N 57 14 


. : +, 64 


dice! in — Gn: 9 be 
| — tection. For he Auge 
that theſe hogs been concealed from a 


5 2 pprehenſion 
oſe authors are a Kurd e as "well as” impious; 
2 J not been permitted to 8 
thaſvas well as one 0 an oppolie tendency 
: { cht principles of which 1 


— Gb che ſtability. Let a 
try whether the truth of which I am in 
— woo bs want; the examination 
med ne of Ube⸗ 


ö ** 501 149 25 Ft W 


e chain manner pen in of ſome 
reflection will reaſon with ene eue this 
proceed to peruſe the wridings' of "thoſe as 
 thors-with'the e kaya OO ery NE 


Jahey 


who e been he: Eribyktidraes of hie dt 
tation. He therefore ſhakes-off this: Credits: 


__ chis. ae, — — - 
| th — LO >= 


7 * 2 2 . 9277 
* C8 34 


* 


2 LS if 727 


. 


F N 2 xv 4 1 
1 12 1 0 2 N 


novelty. Why chen, it mar! 
Kraſeth neee urfwe 


| ſcheme, a1 Nam 


not-:this- plan ceaſe to 0: 


1 e indulgenceof — each 


* ——— 3 — 
ere ue ene — bers. 


urk: on tde dangerous effect of 
TH ee rr 


to the oppoſite e extreme. . us Coty — 
that the principal object which this compari- 
ſon offers to us is, that, according to the former 
will be conducted with much 
pain and labour to that pnint from which by 
the latter he ſets out in his courſe. For the man 
who, from His diſapprbbatior of ſome re 
gious principles, diveſts himſelf of all, . 
who enters into lift without che knowledge of 
ſuch principles, are, it will be acknowledged, 
ee "free from the reſtraint which they 
* PETTY: « | | . 


00 40. ef ga Haid; | 648400 i 


IR | nl Fs | 
OHM | ve I 
the mind in carly, ſs 0. RAINS. 16S: 
the qu 1 AGES F r its, review. Walt 
freedom, and inparciality., The parent g | 
cſs a good opinion of 15 


K 
A 


ty ae 2 7 


wie loſs — — 1 
"oy future period by beiti deprived. uf n. 
The man will be ſacnßed, by | 


3 


"He will be taught to — 


173 . iſh Aa Faith" tünt is 1 


make cheir attack with che ee proſpect 
Ty of facceſs. ©f} 6 7 ri Bu obst 


| Toni bovy 5 ts e bine d D 


* : . 
12 whip aue 


Paten * 


e Ert pr 


T : 
5 
R 


of God, und the various relations 
in e creatures ſtand to him, are the 
VG 


1 ot 3. 16 3609s. bot 


ee ACGIH 


| We have now: >N : : 
_ dulity;/and have endeavoured tos new its 

| r | cauſes. Let us g 
conſider che uſe which our modern free: 
thinkers make of this charge, in order Acre⸗ 


;. £14 it: or 11. IO” - 


3 x 5, 464-46 7.5 #55 7 
C00 „% , 


-__ — 


2 2 
——— ũ —— 


— * 
—— 


ö 
f 
4 


1 — 


| — hack 6 1 


| B 1 chap and ith 


led about — their felt vals; by aj to 
make Hecate and auer demons 2 _ 


neither Sn A readan af cha faith 
that ii in them. The following rule theres 
ore among them is proverbial: Make no 
inquiry hut believe. Faith will du your 
1 bufineſb at onde.“ % d ram n 
ought © to ſhun the wiſdom of en, and 1 


125 * opIT, l Top. 4 Þ 6. = 
== oh 


* e imitate 


bene en chatir, 40 

| bo * char ha pk hongat; 'tor:ha 
adopted any tener irrationally. — 
marke 2 wan * g — 


. A Were 
100 eaſy f beef fle had not beine 8 
| © 0 raſhly , & 4 „Such is the Kall as it . 


9 * N oy jt * * 


was firſt dei in Motion, 


4 8 l Fa; 28 55 1 5 
us, For. gf! 0145 qo * % 


us purify vun Vo. 


8 A8 K 1 eee hs wh * 2 


For 97 1 fi Ait 20 V An, 


8 Rs = 1 phy e 1. Ce ij is 5 
That the wildon n 1 this world 3 foplihnelk "with ) on 
* n % Y * r us | 
* ki On 5 . * by 5 e een wa + 


172 8 2 
n N, r ene 


* 


; Oy ” 
** 


9. 100 


PO x © f oe Wh s 4 g 4 . 4 OE 91 af 8 
oY i" [ TA: ” £794 8: op} 17 f 9 e Fig $4 1 C 
4 2 * 8 


"Ml . 80580 1 a e een n es 
when he writes in this manner concerning a paſſage 
© , which is found in all the manuſcripts of Joſephus with- 
out exception. . If his affirmation was founded in the 
objections which Tannegui fe Fevre and other authors 
* Have” made to its authenticity, be ought at -the ſame 
ume to have acknowledged, that both Jerom and Euſe- 
biusamong the firſt Chriſtian. writers maintain it to be 
Senuine. To giye vp a. paſſage as; being interpolated, 
the authenticity of which preſumptive evidence 
enn only be oppoſed to, ocular, teſtimony in its fayour, 
would he th es folly. Vide Tang, Fab, Dia- 
trib. Flav. Joſeph. de Jef. Chriſt, Teftim., paſſ. Ferom 
de e A, ray Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib. 1. cap. 1. Oc. 
. Daubuz. de 1 2 __ 8 1 


vain 


— 15 x _ 


17 1 O 2 


tuous epither he might have. choſen, to llig- 
OY their be- But it een N 


« £ +. c * Fe n + N 
PT, ** £8 "Es & 5 PF s 1 e A. 0 %7 ty . 0 
Ba "=" 5 $315 Vit Sa LS 4 N 173 45 ; 
* Di@ion Hy or. „ 
,” 5 * * 5 21 8 8 WM: 3. 
: , ” 
5 : 14 I * a 
1 be + a 
* of #1 
4 * 
7 
* 
2 » 
* 
/ 
* 
- 
V 


CEE 2 —— 


—— 


« 


f 
4 
1 
} 
' 
i 
L 


Paw — — — andis 
_ followers to the xidiculo of young and äner- 
perient d inquirers, Stec I in 1 
Nom och HTTAT yd oanolib Hanf. 21 
Mark, my young friends, the cirt umſtanees 
which are t u ee in order to ffec- | 
are Ws Sue, the arned; the 


ometime — — i be oh- 
| tit n amen —— — 
N been enen derne Chriſtian reli 


ey are. eee bud you 


> i torditf Rate er ifiöhy tHe feadef with 
eld chat Dy Clark, Mr Woolaſton, and the late Pre- 
ſident Forbes lived, according to eh 2 


Fs See bis Works, val. 5. p. 474. 52 IS : 


1 like other — ane e 


converſation. 511 * Fas: Cl B15 4 {5 dls 
2 93 et Ban a ones eb ονν f 


4 „Lie n be (aid that we Ruvs exuggeruted 
che matter in this arount df it. Pott if'a 
: mien 3 ny 


| bigned over to d dark roomy und « keeper. 5 
0 for guten d nolliujmuifiray 
Wb we här one ef thuſs authors upon 
che charge of eredulity, and upon che doctrinie 
of faith; ve may be faid to hear the hole 
tribe, who àre in general che faithful echoes 
bf each other it muſt bowever |be-acknowe 
ledged of our Hngliſh hiſturiam above ten- 
tioned. thut, H either or both the former have 
been his aaodely) in the! prefent; inttance, lie 1 
has the honour of imprbvimg upon lis ori- 
ginals, ſo far as their accuſttion N im 
provement. Speaking of myſteries Wen 
ſurpaſs the limits of underſtanding, It is, 
| „„ "as : 


ed A che name of Faitb: a ſtate 
of mind deſcribed as the ſureſt pledge of 
"ns divine favour, and of future felicity, and 
ow hp nv perhaps the only, 
the Pagan. wen ney n 
1 3 & of the French: crite n 


27. . ities FS pn | 
* nn. by dining Fic be the 6 aber 


8 « on arguments but an pombe 3 
0 ries that exceed the limits of nar 
Abe ede of infantty cor 
neral againiſt the whole Ch wor 
which wer eg, hende every individual with- 
therefore is Wei, aer is not amiouſly oli | 
citous to be releaſed from a community 
eee ae ee My _ 


8 i 


' BE 


N 3 N 7 kf 
; 5 : 
5 ; ; 8 5 ) 
Wa, 72. N 1 f 7 ©# #7 5 ** 4 ; 1 83 * fi 5 
* 3 A 1 * 45 2 1 * 5 3 8 
— * B 


* 8 5 ; 
n N A l 
£ - 


| guided Fs the ha dictines ofireaſon i is un- 
ſuſceptible of that impre MU os. om 
poſitions that are at the ee rrational 
and ae are received a8 4 — 
en; n, e 197 i 013) dP 5 
n z 10 oY t 311 at 
The aiſtinetion of eum amen ups 
RON e, our noble: er eee 
confirm beyond queſtion by an induction of 
facts. Diſdaining to uſe the ſhafts of ricli- 
cule, " exhibits the whole charge ih ene 
of a {imple demonſtration. Natural la * 
he: tells. us, is founded on reaſon, but 
iſtianity in faith; av md p SY 
$ «ſoy GRACE; and whether a man ſhall 
have grace or not, depends not on him. 
What ſhall we ſay of a champion, who lays 
about him with ſo much vehemence, and 
who ſtrikes the ball with ſo vigorous an effort! 
ſhall we ſay that, in the preſent inſtance, 
* is the eren nd his ſtroke che 


* Bolingbroke's works, vol. 5: FE OL n 
1 8 G JE” a cif 


— in [this wrath with madneſs N and, 
in the midſt of this univerſal LY 1s 


che parts of his — racher whe. ra- 
—— ee tree. La 

it ſtands. a wy rg e. rational 
; or — 8 e on aa. a r 
ae eee ee ee GRACE is an 


| ede 00a ot dige el, 
. Breaking, the charm, , the, inghatted caltle, t the 


ficepy, rock, the burning, lake will . Lett, on 


: "Oy ond Rene = he 
Ls 4 * OE OL A ]ĩ d 
+ Blingirle, w. : 5 . VV! 


1 2 # - | # 4 
F HM, wid. 7 339e T0 


em; 237. 


jon a WII tl Wiſp, — 
chaſe, if yew wills thrungha quagmire, a | 
SPIE 0 . and cars for your painö : - 
I liant. : N a; 194197445 47 Xo. Yrs ij 
Will ir be ad that this ludicrous manner 
ill- adapted to fo ſerious, and ſo important 
| » ſubject? Ler-usobſerve, in reply, that when 
we conſider; the high pretenſions of our mo- 
dern Deiſts to philoſophical accitacy, and i in : 
particular the unnatural diſtinction which 
| they attempt to make betwixt:fairh and ata 
ſon in the matters of een means hy 
whoſe influence an inexperienced mind is 
tinctured with early: prejudice in behalf of 
infidelity; we know no bete " method of de- 
feating their purpoſe chan that "of :expoling 
fach an attempt te the cot ternpt 
ridicule of thoſe upon hem Is might ocher 
wiſe eſtabliſh' anne, and dangerous im 
Freer „ 2. a1. ba10 i „Linh, 0 
e eee ig. Uh 0 96% > Wane" 
After wut hack blen Rid "oh the pes 
tion of creduliry, 6 it is (eriforced ay 
Chriſtians by their adverfities; ati” enkirge- 
ment at any length would be deemed fuper- 
fluous. The principal ſecret of the art of 
' thoſe adverſaries lies in the management 


ag. 


- 


+ 


* 


| have-applied it would be to tranſcribe a larxe 
part of their writings. We ſhall Fa ic 
— the ſubject in a few 


of the charge with a view to expoſe and to 


aids: noifoaiittb 917 Mi. „ okregg 
_ 'the ſaicit: then chk Sens Fa author, 


2 5 antnher-advacatoigf be fame; me wilt in⸗ 


ren; my young reader, with much ſo⸗ 


eee is oundedon faith, and 
not en reaſon, A ſecond e 


Ariſtianity, becauſe, its diſciples 
have not ban: brought e gie f p hiſtori- 

cal faith, a8 he terms it f. A third gutra- 
geous adverſary, fired with the © dementia 
* quoad hoc” to ſome purpoſe, will tell you, 
what! the goſpels are full of Gulliverian tales 
« that never had a being; that there is not 
i. gne word of rn in jet life taken li- 
; but that the w le is emblema- 


E 


ee oe ane. r nl 
* "TR efurrel. eilen 5. 5. 37 ; £ a 4 
47 1 | 4 8 


/ 


70. or Cxpporive.” © 166 99 239 


* Gent ef his influence on the ſoul *,” The 
queſtion ariſing from this repreſentation is 
obvious. If the hiſtory itſelf is of ſuch a 
matures what are thoſe who believe 1 we 74-7 


17 . W Van 1 134 2 Nen 10 g 


1s it then true eee 
a faith of the kind above 


is founded upon 
mentioned?” Are ins” prof | 
credulotis fools\as to k be "ith ) 
few ſilly tales, calculated rer 
ment of children thin . "uſe- 


impreſſion” of ſupernatt 
minds of Chriſtians ſuper 


ſpicuous. But as this 
a ſubje& of which it is 1 fary to 
ſome length; we ſhall appropriate tlie aer. 
r ſefion/to "this branch of bur 1 


ws 75 93 5 
; $29. 4 1 1 . 5 OFF A } 8 2 1 


, J £ 9 R + p s ö Fg 5 5 
ͤ» 8 * W th 4 . 1 21 E 12 a 
I 4 We 1 1 359: 35 74 3 FLCC E A a — * 1 4 23 4 


x * 75 4 n : : 
. iir oh iin 


£1498 703 2 


A 


„ 


» 
N 


rr 
1 


* 
— 


{ 


— 
* OT 
* 


v - 2 > 


Mow  Mputatign 10, det 
to the cauſe JE ( bn} 2 05 remark, 


RIH jõ,jj,s 


2 2 1 4 * * A 


„ if = Tt 4447 0 5 50 1H 21d 20 la a 
grritiis reorf p 


1 110181 51 it 80 
& "HUE 755 24 E ö Vf e id 
5 4 TE l- . = 
upon rational Ei. 
261011 ick I eee, ar” mods. 71 $5 | 
WS: Je Breed ad 70 Hits n Sn time zi 
idea, jt will be aſked, do ] 
vou form, i 7 Na erm /aithy 3 


that under this general. 


ally, ah gs gd pro verly, 
7 * N 1 5 7 ieh, E 


and obtained cicher by a accurate - inveſtiga: 1 
on of the object, or by having comemplar 
tec it as connected with other points or te- 
| nets, of the uſe and importance of which 
the mind has gained the fulleſt conviction. = 


No great ſhare of diſcernment : 18 requiſite to 


comprehend, that an indulgence of the for- _ 
mer kind will give juſt occaſion to r 1 


with ereduliry, a men ——— xelleſt th 

underſtandivig. Fur it will; be ſaid with | 
wuth, char of ſach-utiderſtandingshe mates 
iwc manta ene e . 


hre d 8 Slick ment, ; 
vill be able 80 rid ht ar choice be 
a guided: by rg the ee e 

unt: % TT 
„ ien ibo + yd bac Bing” 
ma ap periupe bet th 4 aber all, that 14 
may be denominated credulous Who believes 
in extraordinary repreſentations of any kind, 
without ann een e evidence us men 


eraciy, wil be found! a: | 
„ © Werbave alfeady : Geng phos 
widely from each other; „ and in, 


; — evidence. Of em. 
rell you that it is poſſible, and another that 
rv e e er 


Peer Get ore re, claſs; chains 
ves: by which their deciſion: is LG 


ar prefnt ape 
We muſt therefore leave this point to be "i 


- termined by joy individual according to his 
_ beſt Judgment, Cnr . 55 ee ant. 


Wick our 


** 


. 5 rates te YET PO IO 1 
MIR 7 taking che tem Fal 

keen pedes that — ch. 
ſtianity are enabled to make a nominal dif- 


lun stion be ac cknowledged to Rave Pepe 
ety. For it 18: matt 6 n 


pal manner the exuninatin a ting 0 


AND, PH1LOSOPHLC AL-Evapunon. | * 


ar leſs accurate, of which this: belief is be 
8 Juitly, therefore,. * hat 


5 hoc, whoſe. belief. of gina or of c contr *y 


dictory theories is the reſult of an impreſſion. 
by which reaſon is ſer aſide ; as juſtly, may; 
charged wich the groſſeſt credulity- 
hal aſſent to truths of the moſt eſſential 


| en "Faith, therefore, properly. f ſigni- 
deren daGagd, by mo- 


Le ws bring. theſe obſervations, A. 

| t AIK A an; upon what 
canadian * zuild: 8 faith, or his con- 
viction of che truth of his ligion. He will 
anſwer readily, Abet he believes this religion 


9 5 o promote thoſe urpoles which. a. | 
of mate wiſdom and 3 


would ould. propoſe, to, accompliſh, by revel 
Hei evi 


Ss 11 far — l ; 
my i SHE 


* 


1 


© Re — 


— — 


{ 
q 
i 
; 
* 


i 
5 
{ 
4 


1 Bat You muſt Enow that” 
at the authority and the proofs: of your 
religion. "The faith of 'a' _ | 


- 


 knowledgeth that evidence to be ſatisfactory 
in one caſe, which in 
. 7 . ng th 3 


2 a8 — . — e bafs. of Anker or 
e of a leſo f inte eft; 
ture, £15 unn ated: 1 hien 

a0 And, 1 bare reaſon to retort 


. 


| 11 Hide f 

in religious inquiry; 5 would . 

to be an unnatural, as wellas an meren . 
Fines. —— 5 f 

to the dept np „ human | 

— Wee e | 


| 5 75 * 70 fat. { 9 * 
_ l 3 2717 Hoist: F} len ang” : 
In anſwer to this e aſi e 
Urged ſo ſtrenuouſiy the Chriſtian 
1 religion, i 


— eB OO IE SIS 2 
at — ß 
— TI * . — 1 eb Penn os ”_ 2 


— * = 
7 2 — * 2 


„ 


K 


* 


5 i S 


©" + 
* 


4 ; FEY LE Fl Af 


1. 


%% 


. £25. #5 
% ; ; 


* 


ON: 


} 


a 


© i 


= ay > 


in 


„ 


* 


* 
x 


# 


x4 


, ” 


| contraſted Teeth Let us try an 1 


OY FP ; af 5» b 7 4 * f * : 
fo 2 y "of Pi 4 '$ £ ns Ss £7 * nth . 
; _ $ Ar 1 3 $94 © "ans, I 5 1 7; 
: 4 . 440 K $2931 C3 Hz $14; 1 
E = 


8 
1 
» U 


-proporeny of which — Þ ein t 


from the 


ent, nor have we any 


* A xvii, 1. 32. 


4 # 


228 


— (4a 


fn 


r y 


Pd g 
f Le — * 
4 Ry uo nee rey een * 


W 1 85 Sage ; 
a 


_—_ 
SY 


— 


—— — — Ir ar, 3 


— — Hel 


anne tv 1 96.1 ruf Bones 
Thus fir ken reaſon conſiders this docs” 
ine as a poſſible effect of the exiſt to Which 
it is aletiben But you ſtin object, that; in cis 

iyſterious and unaccountable Ganſhden, 
you can form ne idea of er me 
vou obſerve, is not the” et 


* 


ak 


| E. this laſt 
amples may be aadueed 0 

| fed” igriorance 'b 61 Wear 
_ "their" end | 


LEE * 1 80 
1323 
. * s . 225 ) i 
ö ; : p 
% 


1 union. never ee, 60 1 „„ 
n «013-12; 1 5 . 4 ονh˖½n og” „ | > 
[armory back 5 abr a ner 791% Ai 4 I bY | 


57 3 


diarely: fet adide.- And the —— | 
3 oof i n e 

nl reply ce is — is che i 
lowing.. The doctrine of a general reſurret - 
a derives. IG from revelation. 


eee le 
of which he was the author; in his moral 


| we would wiſh enim : 
velatio n the ſupreme Being. Aud 
| who > proves hat 2 oct in the Author 


* 4'Þ 
ov © 


- 


7 


. 


See 1 0 4 Nd ot | Hand 7s 


{ft ys 24 i bs toni aol 167 
e | 


"Os * 


11 0 B91 


* 


term — in its Fele — 


profeſs 3 kt 3 
would be brought with much more pi 


1272 


ant in dhe writings of deiſtial. au- 
no es 

the belief of which the faith of che Chri- 

ſtian is aid to be enger Fre AL9 ne 


= 


12 4 


HT. The ach of « baden js fw An 
rational principle, as it is determined by ſu. 
kauen weight af evidence, after « claſe and 
eu, Eben chaſe! parts of tlie general plan af 
revelation. which may moſt property he de- 
anminagediahe d- of 40 


„ of a great —— calculated laid 
| matian to promate purpoſes. af unixverſal uti. 
lity, he N eceives With anne 2 
gratitude. It forme in his ju. 
part of 3 whale, of —— acknowledgeth 
d original he divine. et 36; aa 


£ 


£706 4 * ts Page! 4 N ! 752 FX; a. 7% ti 4 4 805 34421 4 teen 


13 We haye.gn tered into this ſubject. at ſomo 


Fand becauſe, when the inyidiox s, and, aq 
we have endeavoured to.ſhow, the ill- 7 


 Gſtinion betwixt faith and reaſon is remo+. 
61: -* | e | | ved. 


to 7 


- 6 * » 
0 1 \ , .. : a” 4 e S © 4 » 5 : F p” £4 b > 4 - + 
2 « . , 
* he be $3 Wi F „ 4 i Lf x RR” „ 
1 4 „ 4 N 1 . ; S * +...” Mo” "7 „ ear: 4 ps 
Fa . 79 7 . 7 7155 4 "bis th 1 PVF" x LAS * N * ak; * F 
[ * 4 1 1 . Bs n „ 
E mn w * 
5 1 
NY ' We * 13 * = : 


; Fav WY: 


c 
Rn 
. 
ous 
— 
e 
3 
r 
n 


provinces of which it © hach! n found neceſ- 
ſary to determine with ſome pteciſion. The 
philoſopher, 1 wi be aida makes . 


preme judge, hich eramines with cloſe ats © 


tention the principles lea 
ſion, But wi with reſpect to W bene 
— JOAN . — 4 


ale parts a ar" eas That this: ſub⸗ 


jeck may be canvaſſed in all its neee 


force and Weben > Fouts Orme gs With 
this view, we ſhall ſum up our remarks on 
faith as being founded upon reaſonable mo- 
tives, with Lache obſervutions on. the nature. 


wks Bette 22 9000 b * 45 $f #7: 3 3.34 Om 
+1 Moral{evidence' 46 :of / chree ki 
t x prey; by che terms 

* tat. Dy iv 6 


the rela 


eee eee ſpecies 
of evidence, which, reſpecting things re 
reality cannot» perfectly be; aſcertained, yet 
throws as much light upon the ſubject as it 
ee ec to FS ON I make-uſe 


Abe een the ind, bes Aided uu 
the general tenqur and n of a whole 


ſcheme, and with the perſons. by rhom it is 
mne 8 the truth of cer. 
Ooh ire tain 


tion in + which Nr Rand with others, thabus | 
derived from the ſame original, e are ens 
ee, G 2697 


* 
8 * 


43 | "8. FI. {4 ; 6 10 1 5 LB ＋ 


4 1 $4 
4 11 
A 


CE ve; 121. # AS, 7 


clear and accurate induckion f partldulars 
ing to eral concluſion.” The second 
Tre enz and 


relates principally to hiftorical nat 
is then perfect, whert Vi e 
which have been obſe: | 


or r caſually Zavlidiithe during t the pI 
of ages, are are cleared up, and are placed in che 


moſt favourable point of view by a } judiciou 
election and arrangement of facts. Of the 

laſt kind is che probation of al general typos 
theſes, confiſting*of various and apparenity 
diſſimilar parts, to ſome of which x critical 
examination will ſuggeſt objections, e can 


> © 
: 
N 
ö 
| 
1 
"Hi 
[| 
4 
' 
i l 
! 
i 


* 


pee = 3 to prove, 
that the truth of this 
U 
3 
TVT 5 II oy NE SORT EEO ITT NR, : 
* 


vs To: this. obſervation. it will be objected, | 
2 external circumſtances cannot confirm 
any truth ſo fully as an induction of particu- 


The 


„ a at 


89 


reply to this object 
which is given to cw Seton cht ar@i on 
nected wich the ſfubſect. The Hiſt dae 
che proof brought to evince the truth ant 
importance of theſe external cireumſtances 5 
and tlie ſecond, che tenllenoy of truths ſup⸗ 
ported by tlie ſame futhority ache formt 
and derived from the fare briginal, toleffec« . | 
tuate . 0 general æmolument - a 
e 4172 8 172 311 311044 11 71 2 2 255 1227 o | 
#2: hrdtem of holga? 41 21 Hide 7 * 70% % 
Butts cotaprehend, dt vill be ad, cer 
tain tnoral.-precepts,' and'-wevare Perf » 
convinced of their fitneſa to produce the pro- 5 
poſed effect. Are eee 
xims or doctrinas which wer de not unders 
tand, and with the fitneſs of which we are 
not well acquainte into our / ſyſtem of Prin- 
ciples? And are we to rocelve theſe as being 
ſupported by evidence equally. ſatis factory as 


that above mentioned Fernit me in this 


| > e e to af ilboſtration- 2 
. 04 witysd. cf. 30. 0000705 1800s. 
| Af unacquainted with: che mech 
niſm of a watch, you. are yet fully ase 
that this, lictle ae has been conſtructed 
for the * and e 


admire 


Sai 


. | / 3 


e it -upber de whole as a Bilbo ſpe⸗ 
ecimen of mechanic U ingenuity. Upon ſees 
ing, however, the various parts of n 
plicated production ſcattered pro 

upon a table, you are at à loſs to conceive 
dhe Aer which. ſome: 3 


; you remark chat i it oled; a certain kalte 
power, by which it is impelled to extend it - 
ſelf on all ſides. But ir ien otherwiſe) wich 
certain little wheels and. pivots, of whole ap- 
titude to the purpoſe of meafuring time yow 

can forin no diſtin&'idea. >: Tou are -there« 
fore in doubt whether vo [ought or oughr 

not to conſider theſe as being parts of the 

| machine. By what authority is your” belief 

to be determined in - iſs matter ? ? Can y 


Ws woot: of the! aal 
of this little portable eng a 3 

ds obs W convinced at his « having no. > deg z 
Eat x us 1 ES „ihuftrarion to aa 1 
| fa 6 The — Chriſtian doe- 

95 trines 


3 


4 Pies: 


2 the be a mple quei 
poſed. to you: Whether or ne ligion 
in which the love of God and of man are 
enforced throughout, exleuland; to re GET. 
men happy or miſerable ? you are no more 

a lot oune pen, the gender of 


n nſpeQtion — relpes to hr. 4 
omote the happineſs of the com- 
munity, and of the perſons who compoſe i It 
But. in the ry of the philoſopher, you 
12 2 chis direct method of probation 
ied anne Every par reien ben 99 


deen 0 diſcoveries ile he n 


o hs er vou ff nd chat, by being 
K E22 levelled 


a 


9 e 8 3 e | 

_ the other hand,” in the more extenſive range 
of Chriſtian inſtitutions; not only are certain 
c poſitive arte ane of which rea 
95 bue you are like wile infrrmed i. 
xreQtion of the dead. And you find 

cts and eireu ces recorded in the ſa- 
cred writings, which eee 


4 


and pivots ef che little dani engine, 8 
or, in language en to the fubject, f 
the objects of this great and comprehenſive 
ſyſtem, concerning whoſe aptitude to à cer- 

tain purpoſe you are in doubt, by what me· 

thod 1 is this aig to 5e remove He 


* 3 52 
21K ju ef a $5 ig 0 
4 + 


* 


* 
72 1 «2% 


* 7 


95. 1 FHF A 


RIO gut rate dd, fabjet # wil 
probably be the following Are thoſe 855. 
trines which appear to be ſu e duced into 
pre ulgated by the ſame au- 
| qhorkty with e other parts pf it; ſo 4 that 
I are render hens 5.4 objects of belief? | 


LY 


mative, | you: een kai: whether ſuch arr. 
bitrary precepts and points of faith are . 
ther 2 of che Buy em 8 ; or, | 


ens e you F Sarg your . 77 
to the general evidence of revelation both 
external and internal, in oer is aſteriein 
the divine original of theſe doctrines 
faith, when theſe purpoſes are ac 
will be as much founded upon 9 ls 
that of the philoſopher can be in any 5 
theſis whereof an „ ll 


is dire@” 89 0 in the of me of a a gien . 
profeſiedly communicated by inſpiraton, W 
meet with ordinances and with inftitutions - 
which reaſon would not haye diſcovered to 1 
| be om and which therefore one . ac 
f of this reveladon mot n | 


— mn wn wn ers I 
* 


3 


— è 2  , ra 


ve 8 endeavoured x to. erince 


dhe charge. of eech a be; conkers 
we hope, in ee manner, cha 
ar ie b e of the — 


with A464 4 wore 
1 12517 ic iid: 1 


| into, an injugigious + v 
I 


s its riſe in the perſuaſion. 


ing or 80 Kalz pranks will have: perks 
ſed the preceding. obſervations with ſome 
enamel a Hey ip YOU: 
defended upon / philofophica principles and 


induced e forma a boar, ar ry Judgine ne ate 


ta Mr on . = e IA 
e e A n FR f 8864555 888565 


1118 5 2 
00 Oe 20 N T VER 2 
C01 1 ele OA N dots 
of the e of abuſe an ridicule; eee | 
707 cleritul vir STO 31875 


1 1 75 ot tree "rey 7 Fg it 47 Oe tt TY. 18 5 


Fi E have now. conſidered at conſiderable 
VVleng h thoſe cauſes. of modern inſide- 
lity: whack reſpect the Chriſtian religion in 
general, according to the repreſentation of 
its adverſari 8, or which have ag thei ob. | 
A An PP field; it muff, b | 
acknowledged, has, in the courſe of thi: 
quiry, been opened to our obſervation ; ; and. 5 
we haye endeavoured to diveſt of help eini- 
cacy, motives of powerful energy, when en- 
e we eloquent declamation, to impreſs 
upon 


q 7 10 6 Io 72 rn 
* 5 7 


— 


In- 


132 


A 


— 


or dect ln. or Ribe 


on in bebalf of deiftical opi 


- of 
* I'S 12 W + „ 
44 3 TY EE? 


* 


1 
4 OR. 
„% WE 
„ 


ky 
4 


4 


4 w4 11350 e rye 53557 4 274 i 5 6 
en 143 634 Bro 4 „ 


Bat whatever effet we PF chats 
1 are not ſingly equal 

to the purpoſe which they are employed to 
bring about. For x little reflection will ſhow 
us, chat che efficacy-of pleas employed in be- 
half of our religion by its profeſſional adyo- 
cates, depend in a great degree upon our 
their and upon our 

general eſtimation el the * = = which 


cCiate therefore 8 urhcberg * to render 
thoſe ood fupport it be nt or ridiculous, is 


gion Melk. "For no deep 
man nature is' required to > coivince us, . 


{ſhould be 


355 01190 10 45 any = : in 


N 


batrons of in- 


4 : 
2 . 
92 : 
5 4 2 1 : . 4 
4 i 9 l N . 
* 1 5 0 
* 4/4 ” J 
* 5 , - 7 J 4 
- 


Lied 1270 no mean W winjure 
the cauſe of Chriſtian 3 by attac 

character af 1 ns. . eee — Warts 
| poſe to confirm this-6ificinativn- ds the pies | 
| {:nt Jeb by plading- bee 
artful miſrepreſentation employed by them 
with this purpoſe, and by explaining the 


e SLING RE: ſcribe! its effect- 
ee biw eee ee ee 
Two merhods of rerful and univerſal 


— af; 


z nions. - One is; chat of neee reners ; 
| rs in ludierous point of view, fo 


1 o excite the ſhame eee 


Ane 10 that 
of cxpating red ict exception- 
able in either of theſe in wok: 2 manner, by 
_ affirmation and by fpe - argu: 
may render both the obj ets I rational diſ- 
upprobation. Of choſe methods the former 
21 moſt commonly ineffectual, when uriac 
companied by che laſt 1 From F 
artfully and judicioufly applied, the effect 
ee of the moſt pernieious tenden, 


= And 
f 1 "af ; I; F-: * — 
* £ * q 


gloyed by the pretend in. 


| ain inſtances wherein it is not perhaps 
pradtcable o enn NEO ©: The 


Py 


658 EY * character-of a PO 18 plas 
ced by ſuch means in any diſagreeable point 
of view, this effect will obtain more uni ver- 


ally, as the principle upon which they ope - 
rate is, es eee frerwards, {COT 


* * - 1 8 7 3 7 2 * 
* 7 ta A 4 8 1 . 2 * 27 


e eee of theſe 3 to hs 
ne ſubjeR, therefore, will lead us to 
point ont the lineaments or features of the 
miniſterial character chat admit moſt eaſi 
of W m eſentation 
md: view. may be exhibited 4 plantible : 
reaſoning,” « mation, or compariſon; to 
ſpecify as nearly as poſſible the effect of each; 
and to exemplify our obſervations by paſſa- 
ges ſelected from the writings of the moſt 
celebrated advocates of infidelity, of which 
we ſhall endeavour to expole the irony, - 40 | 
* en ee, the nden 
3 
We may 8 a8 an 9 * 
n by the firſt part of our ubject, that 
among the diverſity of human charactere, 
thoſe are moſt ſuſceptible of ironical miſre- ; 
eee mnie are c _ | 


4 


to hold een chaties of 4evity m 


| applicable as correſponding £0. their nk. 
nions, are yet leſs the objects of ridicule than 


thoſe, whoſe, principles and vhoſe conduct 


lows, who give no real 
the eee a= dep 


3, 4 
0 , 


portion to that real Or ap 


which is ſuppoſed to take * theie . 


e 1 fi i 


1 He who o takes | 


be of & opinion, "Hei the e Aten 
dant on the acquiſition of Enowledge are 15 


greater both in number and in 


the benefits which-may be ſaid to ariſe from | 
N 2 „ 


more e ed from cenſure. For while 
men of the firſt elaſs paſs without animad- 
verſion chrough life, as gay, thaughtleſs fel- 


„ 4-6 1 2 bog ve adele 4 [FI | 


. 
: 
1 
Ll 
H 
F : 
1 
: 7 
. 
1 
F 
| } 
: ' 
| 


—— — ——— —u— — ——— —˖ ˙*— 2 
* hs 

= wy . - << a4 * 
— 9 * gray 


owned, we e is | confdered, chav t an. 
Mon of the World are moſt er da 
ficed.  'An-unjon of bath is not indeed im- 
poſſible: 1 But 8 muſt canine 1 
that i i rr ay ce ber Wh. 

As werbe a tho pride of . 
ence men are ape to ſpeak Uighningly of cer 
— ſubſorvient to no enktinble purpoſe, 
or at leaſt to none by which the time and 

rtention of their owners are compenſated, 
Bur a an aſſertion ſo ill founded will be retrac- 
ted, Chen we view the eee in which | 


er hand which are deficient i in them, as ex. 
"on to e ee and contempt, | By 


mri 7 


in OPPO! 1 0 


n 


we generally ares. ah thoſe me, 


on THE CIEAICAI — 2 
of men and of, chin hace faperaded to. 


reat imp race, which can only be gain- 
ad in 0! \fred and univerſal intercourſe” with 
mankind; From this ſource' is dertvedatiur 
{elf command by which a man is preſent 
to himſelf upon every n and is 
able to think and to ſpeak in 


tha ee, of reſources when zee 


with —— eee in 
popes mult be unable to d 
3 we maſt. aſcribe in che ſame man- 


poſſeſſion r © 


compliſhed are judged: to have improved their 
experience by ſalid and comprchenſive infor- 
mation, we expect from them the indications 
of a noble expanſion of heart, of liberal and 


the > moſt” pe- 5 
rilous cireumſtances wich l and delibe- 
rate recollection. Hence Ukewiſe proceeds 


iſcover. 5 | 
this excellence. Laſtly, when men thus ac- | 


benevolent Locating: _ in general, -f 


L 
\ 
| 


——ͤ— Pr” ood bes — ay — 


r — 


$ Pg 


or Tus Eevzct or RiprcvLs | 


„Ab the qualifications that. are thus ga q 
ed; or at leaſt that are improved to the ut- 
moſt. ap a Hr of ew ve, when 
we; oppoſe. the: deportme 
x ou eee ths DR 164 

no doubt. ſo ſtriking as naturally to be fer- 
tile of ridicule. In truth, chat combination 
of ee and ignorance, of aukwa he.” 
preſum ee een and ae 


—— it. is ry to 
ſay whether it is more the plan: of deriſion 
— Ade err 


| ment, ſtrewed wi duſt, walks an 


. object new. beneath the e ſun;” and the de- 
ſcription is rendered 3 ludicrous. 
Did we fay of this character only that it is 
| ludicrous? There is, in fact, no occaſion for 
= |. the poigna! irony of the ſatiriſt to place it 
4 _ this: point of view. It:were well if the 
3 „ Ws mags populum riſu,” was the ſole effect 
produced by-the view of this motely ani» - 
mal. _” reflection will N char, '\fae 
„ 


o Tus G ERICAL C aaxserkR. 271 


from being ſatisfied with laughing” at chis 
oddity, our prejudice is carried from the 
man himſelf to the tenets or principles which 
he maintains, and that our ſolicitude toſhun 
che manners, or to the ſentiments of ſuch a 
man, is nn to our deſire in the for- 
mer inſtance to become imitators of both. 
The cauſe of this conduct obviouſly is, that, 
vith che idea of a man whoſe lite hach pad; 
ſed in ene een ccupations, 
to aſſociate, although very Sn that of 
_ gloomy, conkradied; and often of miſanthro- 
pical opinions. To theſe” likewiſe: we add 
the notion of tenets not merely deficient from 
the want of experience, but abfurd at leaſh, 
if not pernicious, and which it is at all t 
difficult, if not i eee to art i prac- 
rice. A , OTE Oh 1 55 
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eſtimation which is certainly er- 
roneous. For however unfavourable the oc-. 
cupations of the / contemplative life may be 
to manners, and to external deportment, yet 
reaſon forbids us to form a ſimilar judgment 


wich . to their inuknet © on n theory, and 
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; on opinion. Ar lays, mY eee that 
he whoſe attention has been invariably di- 
rected to one line of inquiry, muſt have pro- 
ceeded in it to greater length, and is moſt 
probably qualified to ſpeak with more pro- 
| priety concerning the objects that occur in 
it than thoſe whoſe ſtudies and whoſe are 
pations have been more widely diſſeminate 
| Granred. But are the opinions of N 
general dictated by 0 on this ſubject? 80 
flar we will venture to affirm is this from 
| being the caſe, that no juſt eſtimate of the 
motives to action can be formed unleſs when 
we include! in it certain external and in them- 

ſelves perhaps frivolous. circumſtances, as 
AMS Ar whikhs" conduct as well as opinion "1 

is found in many inſtances to originate 

Neither are theſe circumſtances to be conſi- 

dered as operating only upon the leſs enlight- 
ened part of the ſpecies. Attention will con- 
vince vs, that even the beſt education is in- 
ſufficient to counteract their influence. For 
it will Place before us examples of men wrhoſe 
cultivated underſtandings are impreſſed in re- 
ality by vulgar prejudices, from the power of 
which in imagination they are wholly ex- 
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mile i in the ſame manner at the gloomy re- 
i who ſequeſters himſelf from ſociety, - - 
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conduct offenſive cos the! | N 
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| opponents, and the motives by which they 
ated. Ton will be {ready”to fa Was 


en ſubject, char he who deſcends 8 
perſonal abuſe betrays his conſciouſneſs of 
the weakneſs of 'a cauſe which he | car 
fupportiby moro honourable means. It i is true 
eee, 8 
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to the principles of which their general prac- 
tice is conſidered” as — 4 
eee eee Th 


fact of being pots for eating certain ade of 
the queſtion ; a ciroumſtance'thar, ; whew en- i 
larged upon, as being a cmpearion 29 nfin-' 
cerity, gives ſtrength to the pleas of ans 
kind when this accuſation 4s: 
the contrary, our” opinion of thi err ies 
is s proportionally Tale, ; WOW? we view t em 


any motive bur ce wee of Murk ut 
ceiving no other reward chan che noble one | 
that accompanies” che reoollektion of 0 goc 
P 221800 ie 70 inh. 11 E11 eri 
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. the application of rheſe remarks JO 
clergy, or to thoſe men} in che language of 
a noble author, whom “ the ſtate has ap- 


* pointed the guardians of holy writ *. Ler 
hs Charafter. 11 3.5. „ 
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we Coven Reenoy-c or Ruble 
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from the jrur der polio, in © 
ret eee — ——— | 
tion of a celebrated writer, they muſt not, 
like the reſt of the world, give ſcope to their, 

natural movements and ſentiments, but 
muſt fer > guard over heir looks and words, 
| ns *,” This picture, which bears 
neon r deen of its original, 3678 | 
| om heyy inviting, or acceptable ho ther ma- 


looked upon. i derer qualified chan. others 
ciples 3 yet dhe fact, th at Eure ſubſiſt $4 this 
| profeſſion, admits of being conſtructed to 
Their prejudice. Hence it is that one of their 
worſt enemies repreſents them under the de- 
3 * a i is lefend the 
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Of thoſe facts, and of every other ex &p- 
tionable ercuriflice in the profeſſion;m 
ners, and occupation of a clergyman, the: 
mies of his religion take advantage, in order 
to accompliſh erids that are prejudicial wo 
both. They ſeem to apply to Chriſtiani⸗ 
ty, and to its miniſters, the ancient fable of 
Prometheus and Pandora. At the ſame time 
that they repreſent the Keeper? of the celeflitl 
fre as perſons whb cannot boaſt of having 4 
divine commiſſion, they conſider the cheft depoted * 
in their hands as being pregnant with all che 
evils wherewith mankind have been afflicted. 
But our ſubje& now calls upon us to attend 
to the benefir which modern freethinkers de- : 
rive from the points above mentioned, and 
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It will appear geen examination, e chel 8 
gentlemen employ every art by 5 120 
gion may be wounded through 17 7 {hields.0 
its defenders, from the way of wit and ridi 


cule to that of groſs and f abuſe, 11 
is principally with thoſe who uſe the firſt 
kind of arms that we have to.do at preſent; 
* Their concealed method of raillery.(I adopt 
322 "8 ie HOG of an e W ſteals in- 


— 


1 ſenſibly upon aw; reader ; fills him with 
« endleſs prejudice and ſuſpicion; . 2 
4 gut + paſhng) 8 _ 


oi Hr ; not i in; any 1 . 
work wherein more g 


ſtriking examples to the 
preſent purpoſe are. to be met with, than iu 
i well-known performance of the late Lord 
Shafteſbury f. I have indeed been incl ine 
to think, that, if his Lordſhip loſes fight upon 
any occaſion of the Graces, who accompany 

| him in every other walk, it is S 
of the clergy, againſt whom he ſeems to be 
actuated by peculiar animoſity. Let it muſt 
be acknowledged, that his ridicule, whether 
pointed at the livings, at the preaching, at the 
office of clergymen,, or at the great Author of 
their religion, bas actually produced the worſt 
effect upon the minds of perſons in early life. 
For upon them a ſtroke of delicate raillery 
will ever make a de: r and A more perma- 
| nent impreſſion, than Arguments of lk | nd, 
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our young readers om their guard nd. the 
effect of this facing in fx 
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his pai manner of | placing. together the 
Chriſtian religion as being a compilement, 


as the compilers, and their tem- 
zents, as the motive of ſuſpicion; 
aſſertion, but in a diſtant and 
envenomed infinuation. warts gy v rHHO5 
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| Bue we oon e the talents of 
writer in his moſt diſtinguiſhed 
. were we to produce no 
81 cimen of his agg of raillery' with 
ſuch ec in view than nenn 
were he lle our mobls 
| ied the mazes of the chaſe, 


in his — exerciſe of parſon-bunting, ac 


companied, not like the redoubtable ſquire of 
e euer dy his moo of four” anc Tn. 


in con PP | 5 bur — with the 


Thus prepared and 
Erebus, to the myf race of black im. 
* rs „who, rouſed from their HPO 
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ginal which his Lordſhip hath here ſet before 
us, we ſhould entertain our readers, by « carry- 
- ing: on our alluſion, ! to the Jeotin ove men | 


K+ mow: wer in kun Highs 
it ex hibi itic pn PARSON ADans, 
g from his: ſleep. when. the fack aboye 
ed aſſaulted his onteworbs;" ſcratching 
his bald pate, in defended from ſo many ra- 
venous enemies by his ragged and fluttering 
handkerchief; eying the remnant of has torn 
caſſocx; and ſtaring with unutt ; 2 
niſhmenit as he heard be e wy 122 
* through his grey Wig *,” now become the pro- 
perty of Jowler; is not more calculated to ex- 
cite riſibility, and far leſs to ſtir up any more 
N Fallen; than the various transfor- = 


"v2 The wind whiltling At his grey . nis 
hair floating on the wind,” Kc. are ' expreſſions often 
pictureſque and beautiful, in the ſongs of Offian, of 
which the ludicrous application in the uy ns, 2h no 
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7 pecullarhy the object of our alfectiop. His ignorance of 


modern manners, and characters therefore conſidered as 
a ſingle defect amiaſt fo many valuable and excellent 
qualities, excites laughter unmixed with any bad paſſion: 


becauſe nothing is left to the reader's imagination. 


155 This truly origina character the author hath delineated 
tn another Work. Se, Philo. and Critic. Of. on Compo- 


fun, vol 1. 5. J. We, Bot far different 


picture exhibited by our excellent author, is tha — 
ſentation of the glerical grder offered to us by Lord S. 


and his diſciples, The circumſtances of which the ſor · 


mer avails himſelf to inſtruct his readers, by ſnowing the 


importance and veceſſicy of obtaining a competent know- 
ledge of mankind, in order to render the belt character 
completely reſpectable ; the latter employs to excite a ri- 


dicule againſt the whole ſociety, that is produQive of con- 
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vengeance are * flaming champions engaged 
in combat . At another period, they be- 

coms'? Winch RS. SN 

6 ſex +." In an inſtant the ſeenc is hüfte, 

and they re-appear in the form 6 of © glaziers . 

breaking caſernents, chaſſeys, lanterna and 

+ filling che ale neighbourhood: wich this 

* noiſe of blos and outctien, ds'they kick 

— the bloated” battering. football . | 
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Such are the forms under which che goddeſs 
of Ridicule, exalted by his Lordſhip 0 the | 
obligation; choſe idea: him che ce- 
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15 But let us quit this dirty and Gin ce ; 
ment, and converſt a little with our witty 
foreign author upon this intereſting ſabe 


This gentleman makes ſhort work with * "I 
_ gy of all denominations. - A French 3 
be will tell you, is an unprincipled debau- 


chee, originally called an Abbe, ho 1s. rai- 
ſed to that high ſtation by female 


2 


avaritious old pedant, bred in the gloom, of 
à college. And the clergy of England 2 


general he paints as a race who know little of 
the world, have much pious ambition, are 


| ferupulouſly exact with their tithes, 1220 Ln 
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Aut the kigheſt 1 of [Ea ae s vis 
comice are reſerved; for his Preſbyterian parſon, 


4 ro' whom: he an you that che graveſt Eng- 
hh e 12 
| ſon. The chan dener of this fingular ani- 


is a very Femmy in compari- 


La 3 7 35 n dans Pinivertice et 
eren a ici avec les femmes, ſont 
que d' ordinaire un Eveque eſt force de ſe contenter de 
la'fienne. Les Pretres vont quelquefois au cabaret, par- 
ce que Puſage le leur permet; et &ils f enyverent, Celt 
Serieuſement et ſans * Lquinh be. Volt. tom. 6. 
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mal are, he ſays, a broad brim ed 1 | . 
5 long cloak covering a ſhort coat, 3 Rilo 
gait, and a moroſe aſpect. When be at- 


tempts to ſpeak, he is knoum by ſnuffling 75 


through the noſe, and by averring that all 
clergymen who poſſeſs five or ſix thouſand 
a year maintain ſcandalous 8 gh 
with yi WHORE of BABYLON > £1: VL 1 
A 

of the cleric 9 in b W ü e 55 

which our author characteriſeth with ſo bold 
4 hand, we need only to obſerve, chat his 
repreſentation of his own countrymen, a- 
though juſt in ſome particulars, is moſt pro- 
bably exaggerated. The Engliſh clergy, on 
to be injured by general criticiſm fo looſe 
and unappropriated. But it may be proper 
to examine our author's account of the laſt 

| * ſomewhat more 4 . phntieulathy.c 17 


* Is N (wn ige &Ecolf 9 affete wn me 
demarche grave, un air fache, un 12 — chapeau, un 
long manteau pardeſſus un habit court, preche du nez, 
et donne le nom de Proſtituce de Babylone a toutes Jes 
egliſes, od quelques Eccl, eſiaſtiques ſont aſlez/;heurevus 
pour avoir cinquantes mille livres de rent, et o le peu 
ple eſt aſſez bon pour le ſoulfrir, ke. Ouuures 4. Fall. 85 
Bhs 6 J. 117. | 1 5 | 
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would obſerve therefore corlgerting' che Eu- 
ropean Ouran Ontanyg, whom Mr de Voltaire 
deſcribes as being'a native of Scotland, that 
'this\animal has difappeared of late years in 
that country. It is indeed the opinion of 
1 ſome perſons 'who with to be thought fagu- | 
| __  cions, that he never had exiſtence; nor cu 
baue had it any where, unleſs'ar the brain of 
1 4 a Frenchman. This howeyer to be ſure ls = 
' 0 e 1 w ys bn th þ 
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this extraordinary phœnomenon, after a la. 
borious and fruitleſs ſearch of it in che con 
try aſſigned by dur author, pretend to hae 
diſcovered that this fame wonder: being. 
has migrated of late from its native region. 
And they conclude from certain ſtriking 
marks of refemblance, that it ſtill exifts in | 
the lively French Abbe, . or motley animal, 
whom our author deſcribes as an overgrown 
baboon, known to be of the monkey kind, 
although: he has learned to ſpeak by ſome 
accident, by his grimace and grinning. Theſe | 
fame philoſophers affirm, with much ſeriouſ- 
neſs, that the above-mentioned Ouran Ou- 
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ting climate of France, an damong its er 
inhabitants, his /oleinn gait for the quick: dans 
cing Hep, his en brimmed hut for-the! etiquette | 
of the faſhion, his or ge 'aſpe for the grin: pe · 
culiar-to his ſpecies, and his /auffling.throu 0 
the noſe for their propenfity to chattering.. 
aid animal's; all of ROOD > i one 
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gence whether the. lady. upon 
this ke ſhould:be the WHORE, of BA- 
BYLON,. or any other ne of nenden re. 
nen atempt 0 aſcertain : tence ef 
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the power and the effect of ridicule. applied 
to depreciate che clerical char: ater, a A and. the 


cauſes char e moſt effectually to 
render it ſuece sful. We have exemplified | 
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nen on this ſubject, that our Sou "I 

readers may be acquainted at one view with 
various modes of its application, and may de 

| guarded againſt direct or inſinuated accuſa- 
ny of which the Nag ee whimatchy 
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mut {dou 1 Lord 1 may 
7 8 behalf of it, cannot be monopoliſed by | 
any party; and, when it . by 
ſerious repreſentation, muſt fail of effectua- 
ting any purpoſe of importance. For even 
granting chat, by means of this dangerous 
talent, an adverſary ſſiould be rendered an 
object of hatred, as well as of laughter, on 
account of his profeſſion, his. readers, altho? 
ele altogether eee of imprei- 
ſion from them. In order to obtain this 
| purpoſe effectualiy, it muſt be made appa- 
rently evident. By a charge laid down, and 
enforced by an enumeration of circumſtan- 
ces, that the members of a certain commu- 
nity are impelled by the nature of their of- 
ice to deceive and to impoſe upon mankind. 
Wich this end, it is not only neceſſary t that 
the conduct of thoſe x men ſhould be arraign- 
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decide from partial repreſentation, ' become 
eaſily ſuſceptible of this prepoſſeſſion. And 


errors of which the hiſtory of every ſociety 


bs pregnant with examples, and which are 


amply compenſated by oppoſite virtues, in 
Witte inſtances are made to form a general 
impeachment againſt a particular order, in- 
ſtead of being conſidered in their proper 
ght, as originating ultimatel 4 in the 1 per 
fection of the human mind. Of this t 
we ſhall produce an ee ee we con. 
; pgs the refer It r ſection. e LOT e 
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formed among mankind for purpoſes of pu · 
blic utility, chat of eccleſiaſtics has always 
been accounted one of the moſt conſiderable 
at leaſt, if not che moſt conſpicuous and im · 
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ingenuity, which bare een che admiratior 
of all ages, were" preſerved by ii ardent 
men on nee at the time when tl 2 
empire = To d hen likewiſe by: univerſal 
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inſtrue peep nous depar _ aen 

ligion and of philoſophy, In theſe ee 
henſive ſpheres of inveſtigation their coun- 
ſels have at the ſame time e che re- 
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| From: W the reader 
1 that it muſt have been impoſſible 
for men, however upright and capable, to 
avoid e eee 8. the man of ſo N 
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